30 MAY 1998
Abdul | ah-1raq
MALAYSI A VO CES SUPPORT FOR ANY EFFORT TO LI FT | RAQ SANCTI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 30 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia today expressed support for
any effort aimed at lifting the United Nations sanctions agai nst Irag.

"We feel that the file on Irag should be closed. The sanctions have
been on for seven years now," said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badaw .

UN arns inspectors had during the seven years failed to convince the UN
security council that Banghdad was hi di ng weapons of nass-destruction, he
sai d.

"If they have been hiding things surely that could be proved by now "
he told reporters here after nmeeting a special envoy of Iraqi President
Saddam Hussei n, Dr Saadoun Hammadi .

Abdul | ah said Dr Hammadi, who is the speaker of Iraqg' s National
Assenbly, canme here to arrange an official neeting between Saddam and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

However, the objective of the neeting would only be nade known on
Monday, he said.

Abdul | ah said Dr Hanmmadi al so called on Mal aysia and other friendly
nations to understand Iraq' s dissatisfaction with the report presented by
the arns inspectors to the Security Council recently.

The mnister said he assured Dr Hammadi that Ml aysia would continue
its relations with Irag, and was prepared to supply food and nedi ci ne.

- - BERNAVA

NM SK



	MALAYSIA VOICES SUPPORT FOR ANY EFFORT TO LIFT IRAQI SANCTIONS (Bernama 30/05/1998)

