19 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Ani mati on
MALAYSI ANS ENCOURAGED TO PURSUE STUDI ES | N ANl MATI ON FI ELD

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 19 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today tal ented Mal aysi ans keen in pursuing their interest in
ani mation overseas will be granted schol arshi ps by the governnent.

He said that although the government no | onger encourage Ml aysians to
study abroad in the wake of the econom ¢ sl owdown, exenption would be given
for studies in the field which is newto the country.

"It is up to those interested in upgrading their know edge in the field
and in this way further contributing to this new industry," he said in his
speech at the premere of the first local animated film "Silat Lagenda" at
the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

The futuristic film produced by Peninsula Pictures Sdn Bhd i s about
five friends who are warriors in the 21st century fighting agai nst rogues
fromthe era of the Mel aka Sul tanate.

Dr Mahathir said that Mal aysians had capability to venture into high
technology fields but it was only now that they were earnest in their
vent ures.

Commenting on animated filnms, he said that although the |oca
producti on could not yet match Di sney or Warner Brothers filns, repeated
attenpts would result in inprovenents

"I amconfident that if we try and try again, we will be able to
i nprove our quality. This is God's gift...if we were to keep on trying, we
wi |l soon be perfect,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was happy to note that the first | ocal animated film
carries the story which is related to history.

The production of the filmtook three years involving sone 100 | oca
animators while the script, design, financial support and post-production
were al so by Mal aysi ans.

Nat i onwi de screening of the filmwll comence on Aug 27.

At the function, Dr Mahathir received RML50, 000 from Peni nsul a
Pictures, Kelab Autonotif Perodua Ml aysia and Moccis Tradi ng Sdn Bhd for
t he National Special Fund.
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