19/ 10/ 1998
Mal aysi ans in Japan give PMvote of confidence

Hardev Kaur in Tokyo

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday recei ved a vote of
confidence fromthe Ml aysi an conmunity in Tokyo. They told himto
continue doing what he had been doing for the country and that they would
continue to support him

A Mal aysi an student nade the pl edge to t hunderous appl ause fromt hose
present at the conference hall of the Ml aysian Enbassy i n Tokyo.

They gat hered around him seeking his autograph, wanting to take
pictures with him Despite atight schedul e, he obliged. The students even
stopped himat the steps of the bus (on which he was travelling) to take
pictures. Also present was Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali

Earlier, Dr Mahathir had expl ained the econom ¢ and political situation
inthe country at a crowded conference hall. Anbng those present were
Mal aysi an students, Umo cl ub menbers, representatives of the Associ ation
of Mal aysi an Prof essi onal s and Mal aysi an of fici al s.

He el aborated on the rational e for currency exchange controls and the
need to i nsul ate the domestic econony fromthe hostil e externa
environnent, especially the need to protect theringgit fromcurrency
specul at ors and nani pul at ors.

Questions ranged fromthe role of wonen and how t hey could contribute to
nati onal devel opnment, why the country was under the "spotlight" and gi ven
such adverse publicity abroad and enpl oynent opportunites for students on
returni ng home. He was al so asked on foreign reports about alleged
bai | outs of certain conpani es.

Inreply to a question, he said despite the financial crisis the country
m ght be able to achieve the targets of Vision 2020 "if we work hard". The
pl an envi saged an average growth of seven per cent a year to achi eve the
target.

The country had recorded a growth of nore than ei ght per cent for nine
years and "therefore we were actual ly ahead of the target".

But due to the financial crisis, the econonmy contracted by 2.8 per cent
inthe first quarter of this year and by 6.8 per cent in the second. For
t he whol e of this year the econony is expected to contract by 4.8 per
cent.

But next year, as a result of the Governnent's neasures such as the
currency exchange controls, steps to strengthen and insul ate the econony,
it isestimated that there will be a positive growth of one per cent. If
this uptrend is maintained in the remai ning years of the plan, the targets
may be achi eved.

Vi sion 2020, a 30-year devel opnent plan, envisages that Malaysia will be
a devel oped country by the year 2020. Whil e econoni c progress has been
stressed in the plan, the other attri butes of the country such as the
Asi an val ues, are not neglected in the plan.

Dr Mahat hir assured that enpl oynent opportunites were still avail able
provi ded "you are not too choosy. Once the econony has i nproved t hen you
can go where you want to".

The Prime Mnister is on a five-day working visit to Japan.

Today, he will address the Second Tokyo I nternational Conference on
African Devel opment (TICADII). Sone 10 African | eaders are attendi ng the
conf erence.
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