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Abdul | ah- Si ngapor e
MALAYSI A- SI NGAPORE Tl ES CAN NORVALI SE, SAYS ABDULLAH

JOHOR BAHARU, Nov 8 (Bernama) -- Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi said today the strained ties between Ml aysia and Si ngapore
can return to nornmal follow ng Thursday's "four-eyed" neeting between the
prime mnisters of the two countries.

He said Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad and Goh Chok Tong had reached an
under st andi ng on several issues involving the two nei ghbouring countries.

"The nmeeting will pave the way for inproved bilateral relations between
the two countries,” he told reporters after |aunching the "Tunas Budi nan"
magazi ne published by the Education Bureau of the Johor Baharu Umo
di vi sion, here.

During bilateral talks at the KL International Airport's Bunga Raya
room the two | eaders agreed to set aside the differences between their
countries and work towards inproving bilateral ties.

Anmong ot hers, Singapore agreed to cooperate in finding ways to hel p
rai se funds for Malaysia in the republic while Ml aysi a gave an assurance
to hel p neet Singapore's water requirenents.

Ti es between Mal aysia and Singapore strained in recent nonths over
several issues, including Malaysia's refusal to relocate its Custons,
| mmigration and Quaranti ne checkpoint to Wodl ands from Tanj ong Pagar

Comment s about past Mal aysian | eaders in the recently published nenoirs
of former Singapore Prime Mnister Lee Kuan Yew worsened the situation

Asked to comment on the call by Philippine Defence Secretary Ol ando
Mercado for a stronger US presence in his country owing to the overl appi ng
cl ai ns between China and the Philippines for the Spratly Islands, Abdullah
said it was the stand of the Philippine government on that issue.

" We know the US and the Philippines have close ties but cooperation
bet ween Asean-nenber countries is crucial for the security and stability of
this region,” he said.

He said Asean countries had reached an understanding not to resort to
actions that could create a tensed situation in the region such as the use
of the mlitary with regards to the overlapping clainms for the oil-rich
Spratlys.

"I nstead, the nine-nmenber regional grouping preferred to resol ve issues
anong them t hrough peaceful negotiatons,” he said.

The region's stability could be guaranteed through mutual respect and
under st andi ng and non-interference in the internal affairs of nenber and
friendly nations, he added.
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