13/ 05/ 1998
Mal aysi ans not out to exploit others: Mhathir

Fauzi ah I'snail in Cairo

CAI RO, Tues: Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d Mal aysi an
i nvestments in African states not only benefit the investors but al sothe
economi es they invest in.

One of the benefits is the creation of enploynent, Dr Mahathir told
Zi mbabwe Presi dent Robert Miugabe during their nmeeting here | ate yest erday,
at the sidelines of the Goup of 15 (G 15) sunmit.

Dr Mahathir, according to Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi , had during the neeting rai sed his concern over unfavourabl e
foreign nedi areports and canpai gns on Mal aysi an i nvestnents in African
st at es.

"Dr Mahathir told Mugabe that Ml aysian investors are not in Africato
exploit the situation. Whatever projects undertaken by themin Africa are
t hose that bring benefits to both the i nvestors and t he host countries,"
Abdul I ah told reporters after the neeting.

"These unfavourabl e forei gn news reports and the canpai gns agai nst
Mal aysi a are unfair. Conpani es have punped in a lot of noney into Africa
and these reports and canpai gns wi ll nmake t hemsuffer | osses instead,"”
Abdul | ah tol d reporters after the neeting.

Today, the G 15 | eaders leave for a resort at Sinai for a day-Iong
retreat while the foreign mnisters and trade and econom ¢ mnisters will
hold their own retreat here in Cairo.

Tonorrow, the G 15 leaders will end the eighth sutmmit with the rel ease
of a joint conmuni que. Dr Mahathir will be | eaving for Khartoumtonorrow
to begin a four-day official visit of Sudan.
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