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KUALA LUMPUR: By any yardstick, 1998 has been a hectic year for the
Foreign M nistry when the nation went on "trial" in the eyes of the world.

Whet her warranted or not, the foreign media in particular have put the
spotlight onthe warts and pi npl es on the otherwi se fair and tranquil face
of the country.

It was al so a year of ups and downs for the diplomats, especially the
top diplomat in the person of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

The ouster, arrest and the on-going trial of former Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand his "black eye" triggered a wave of
protests not only fromwi thin, but al so, fromoutside the country,
particularly fromthe Wst and the i nternati onal nedi a.

For them Anwar was not the only one in the dock but Ml aysia as wel .

Anwar who is currently being tried on four counts of corrupt practice
of using his positionto interfere with police investigations into
al | egati ons of sexual mi sconduct agai nst him had cl ai med that he was
beaten after being arrested on Sept 20. He | ater appeared in court with an
apparent bl ack eye.

For Foreign Mnistry deputy secretary-general Datuk N.Parameswaran, the
year "has been a hectic year indeed."

He said Wsnma Putra took i nmedi ate steps to keep Mal aysi an mi ssi ons
abroad posted on the | atest devel opnments in the country so that the
m ssions coul d explain the real situation to foreign governnents.

"W have triedtoreply to all the allegations in the internationa
nmedi a," he said.

Par ameswar an said Mal aysia's el ection to the United Nati ons Security
Counci |l non-permanent seat for the 1999-2000 termrecently was a "plus
devel opnment™ for the country's foreign policy.

"It is aninternational endorsement, particularly against the donestic
situation. W were glad that we cane out top," Paranmeswaran sai d.

Kual a Lunmpur had secured the hi ghest votes with 174 out of the 176
cast, followed by Argentina (171), Nam bia (167), Canada (131) and the
Net her| ands (122).

In an i medi at e response, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi said Malaysia's electionto the Security Council reflected the
worl d's recognition of the significant role played by the country in the
international fora.

Par aneswar an al so sai d the fact that Ml aysi a had successfully hosted
two maj or world events -- the 16th Commonweal th Ganes in Septenber and the
Asi a- Paci fi ¢ Economi ¢ Cooperation sunmit the following nonth -- was proof
of "Mal aysi a Bol eh."

Mal aysi a won prai ses fromaround the world for playing al nost a perfect
host to sonme 5,000 athletes and officials from70 countries at the Kual a
Lunmpur Ganes, the second bi ggest sporting event after the O ynpics.

The fol | owi ng nmont h, Kual a Lunpur recei ved anot her group of VIPs, the
APEC | eaders. Al though nuch small er i n nunber but certainly bigger in
i mportance, the presence of many worl d | eaders here | ast Novenber again
tested to the linmt Mlaysia' s organisational capabilities.

The two worl d events went on snoothly and al nost hitch-free, thanks to
t he hardwork put in by Mal aysians fromall wal ks of life.

"What was happeni ng i n Mal aysia did not cloud our internationa



posture, " Paranmeswaran said.

The success in securing a Security Council seat and t he hosting of the
events came as arelief for Mal aysia ami d t he onsl aught by the Western
medi a over the Anwar case and the ill egal denonstrations held by Anwar's
supporters under the so-called "Refornasi" banner.

Then cane Al CGore, the US vice president, with his infanous renmarks
whi ch angered Mal aysi ans fromall wal ks of |life and which will be
remenbered for life.

Core's reference to the people behind the "reformasi” novenent as "the
brave peopl e of Mal aysi a" unl eashed a stormof protests fromnany
Mal aysi ans, who were al ready perturbed by the bl oody riots, arson and rape
i n Indonesia which, Iike Malaysia, is reeling fromthe ravages of the
economni ¢ recessi on.

It culmnated in Foreign M nistry Undersecretary for Americas Dat uk
John Nuek sunmoni ng t he US anbassador to Mal aysi a, John Malott, to | odge an
of ficial conplaint agai nst Gore's insensitive renarks which al so vi ol ated
common courtesy between a host and a guest in an Asian society.

Wil e the Western nedi a continue to focus on the Anwar trial, Ml aysia
noved ahead, forging closer ties with other countries, particularly with
its nei ghbours.

In the case of Singapore, after nonths and probably years of
confrontation, Kual a Lunpur and Si ngapore deci ded i n Cct ober to work toward
i mproving bilateral ties.

Mal aysi a- Si ngapore ties took a turn for the better when Dr Mahat hir and
hi s Si ngapore counterpart Goh Chok Tong net at the KL I nternational Airport
in Sepang | ast Nov 5.

The rest was history. "It ended on a good note," said Paranmeswar an.

Dr Mahat hir, the prinme nover behind Mal aysia's success in handling the
econom c crisis, also made trips to Thail and, the Philippines, Singapore
and Brunei in just one nonth | ast February to di scuss the region's economc
turnmoil and in March, he was in Myanmar for the sane reason.

The prine minister also visited Germany and attended t he Asi a- Eur ope
meeting (Asen) in London in March where he spoke on the need to regul ate
currency trading and a review of the international financial regine.

Dr Mahat hir was al so in Sudan in May to strengthen Sout h- South
cooperation. He also took part in the Goup of 15 (G 15) neeting in Cairo,
Egypt .

And in June, he made a working visit to Japan. However, the prine
m nister had to skip the Non-Ali gned Moverment sunmit in Durban, South
Africa, to concentrate on domestic economic nmatters.

Dr Mahat hir capped his overseas trip this year with a four-day trip to
Vietnamto attend the Sixth Asean Sunmit in Hanoi this nmonth.

The year al so saw many foreign | eaders visiting Mal aysia. Among t hem
were Britain's Queen Elizabeth, the presidents of Eritrea and DOji bouti,
Sout h African deputy president Thabo Moeki and King Mswati |11l of
Swazi | and.

Mal aysi a al so voi ced out its concern over the situation in Kosovo and
the mssile attack on Iraq by the United States and Britain.

Kual a Lunpur al so fought for the rights of the Pal estinians and
supported Canbodi a's admi ssion i nto ASEAN at the Hanoi Sunmt.

What is left to be seen nowis Malaysia's call for the regulation of
currency speculation that is seen as the primary cause of the econonic
bl i ght sweepi ng across the East Asi an | andscape.

Li ke its proponent Dr Mahathir said, it would take the ponderous gl obal
machi nery a fewyears to deci de and work out the regul ati ons, the proposal
of which is gaining endorsenents fromnmany | eaders and countries of the
worl d. -- BERNAMA
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