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MALAYSI A THE FORERUNNER ON HUMAN RI GHTS | SSUES, SAYS MJSA

SEGAVAT, March 22 (Bernama) -- Malaysia is the first country to have
started a novenent to get the United Nations Commi ssion on Hunman Rights to
give priority to econom c issues and poverty in devel oping countries.

Conmi ssion chairman Tan Sri Musa Hitam said today that since 1993 when
he first led the Ml aysian del egation to the conm ssion, Ml aysia had taken
the lead in raising human rights issues at the international |evel.

"I'f the people in devel oping countries continue to be poor, then it
tantamounts to a violation of human rights that has been accepted by the
i nternational community,” he told reporters after opening the Segamat Umo
di vi si on del egates neeting, here.

Musa was asked to comment on a news report quoting Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad as saying that the rights of mllions of Southeast
Asi an peopl e had been violated as a result of the speculative attacks on
the region's currencies and stock narkets.

Dr Mahathir had said that these specul ative activities had caused a
depreciation of the region's currencies and share prices and mllions of
people to lose their jobs and run short of food and nedicine as well as
created a new wave of boat people.

Musa said the comm ssion was too engrossed in pursuing politica
matters rather than tackling i ssues on poverty.

"Al t hough we accept international opinion that politics is vital..
what is nore inportant to us is to overcone poverty," he added. -- BERNANVA
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