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Mal aysia to rel ease RMB75nmi | | oan to | ndonesi a next week

Badrul H sham Mahzan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid
Mal aysia wi || next week rel ease US$250 mi | lion (RMB74.99 million) being
the first instalment of its US$1l billion | oan to Indonesia to help
overcone the republic's econom c probl ens.

"It is appropriate on our part to show our faith and confi dence towards
t he econoni ¢ ref ornms now bei ng undert aken by t he | ndonesi an Gover nrent , "
Anwar, who is al so Finance Mnister told reporters after neeting
I ndonesi an Fi nance M ni ster Fuad Bawazi er at Carcosa Sri Negara t oday.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad had, on the sane subj ect,
told Mal aysian journalists at a Press conference at Kouba Pal ace, the
Eqypti an presidential guest house, in Cairo on Sunday ni ght that the
assi stance was to enable the republic to bridge its finance.

"The Worl d Bank had promi sed US$3 billion to I ndonesia but the | M- said
it would only release the nmoney in US$1 billion instal ments,” Dr Mahathir
sai d. And because of this, he added, |ndonesia was getting help from
Japan, Australia and Mal aysi a.

"W will help in whatever way we can," he said.

The I nternational Mnetary Fund had | ast week voted to resunme lending to
I ndonesi a as part of its US$43 billion econonic reformpackage.

Asked to comment on the rel ease of the US$250 nmillion | oan to | ndonesi a
whi ch was earlier disclosed by Fuad, Anwar sai d t he noney was a | oan and
not a donati on.

"There were remarks by the Qpposition that we are giving a donation to
I ndonesi a. The assistanceis inthe formof |oan, made in the |ight of the
pressi ng needs in Indonesia."

Anwar sai d al t hough Mal aysi a was al so facing difficulties, it had to
show commi t ment and support to I ndonesi a.

"We want to see a quick resolution and recovery of | ndonesia," he said.

Asked on t he presence of President Suharto's son Banbang Tri hat nodj o at
t he nmeeting, Anwar sai d Banbang had gi ven si deline views of the private
sector in Indonesia.

"On ny part, | introduced himto Ml aysi an corporate figures. He i s not
i nvolved in the negoti ati on between the Ml aysi an and | ndonesi an
Governnents. "

Fuad, when asked to comrent on his visit, said it was to strengthen co-
operation between the two countries.

"We appreciate the synpat hy and thank t he Governnment of Malaysia for its
support,” he added.

Fuad made a brief stopover here on his way hone fromthe United States.

Asked whether the rioting in Indonesia had any inpact on the | M aid
package, Fuad said the situation in his country did not affect the
confidence of the international financial comunity inthe I ndonesian
Gover nient .
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