18 APR 1998
Mahat hi r - Li nk
MALAYSI A- SI NGAPCRE Tl ES GETTI NG STRONGER, SAYS PM

JOHOR BAHARU, April 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today the economic turnoil affecting the Asean region
has brought Ml aysia and Singapore closer despite the recent hiccup in
rel ati ons between the two countries.

He said the turnoil had al so made the two countries nore aware of the
strength that both countries possessed and how it coul d be harnessed for
the benefit of its people.

"I wish therefore to reiterate here that Ml aysia values its links with
Si ngapore and has al ways regarded Singapore and Si ngaporean as friends.

"I therefore |look forward with great optim sm and confident to even
cl oser cooperation between us," he said at the official opening of the
Mal aysi a- Si ngapore second crossing at Tanjung Kupang here.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived at the crossing silnultaneously w th Singapore
Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong, opened the crossing which is a two
kil ometre-1ong high | evel box-grider bridge |inking Tanjung Kupang in
sout h-west Johor with Jalan Ahmad | brahi min Tuas, Singapore.

Dr Mahathir said frequent consultations and di scussions between the two
countries, especially on ways to resolve the economc turnmoil had nade
Mal aysi a and Si ngapore nore aware of the sensitivity and the problens faced
by the two nations.

"Despite the recent hiccup in the rel ati ons between Si ngapore and
Mal aysia, | amvery heartened to note that the economic turnoil that is
affecting the Asean region had, in fact, brought us closer together to try
and resol ve the problens besetting us.

"OfF nore inportance is the fact that it has made us nore aware of the
strength that both possess and how this can be harnessed for the benefit of
our people," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the second |link would certainly enhance the
partnership between the two countries as well as play a pivotal role in
facilitating the econonmies and infrastructure devel opnent of both Singapore
and Mal aysi a.

"Indeed, | can say that this second crossing will literally act as the
bridge to carry our two countries into the 21st century,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the new bridge could al so be seen as a triunph
for Asean as it denonstrated to all of the success of two of its nenbers in
wor ki ng towards regi onal cooperation.

He said the bridge which took three years to conplete stood before
Asean as a nonunment to the skill, patience and cooperation of those
responsi ble for its construction.

He said the bridge is the culmnation of the efforts of both countries
wor ki ng together to conplete its construction.

"For Mal aysia, the second crossing will provide new and i nmportant |inks
in the national and regional highways systemand will enable it to act as a
catal yst in the devel opnent of an area which is very close to the consuner
mar ket and supporting facilities of Singapore.

"It will also help to open up new grow h areas around Johor Baharu and
towns further north and in the process will facilitate the relocation of
selected industries within the region,"” said the Prime Mnister. -- BERNAMVA
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