14/ 12/ 1998

“Mal ays indifferent to recol onisation bid'

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Ummo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said in
these chall enging tinmes when attenpts were being nade to recol oni se the
country, the Malays remained indifferent as they did 400 years ago wi t hout
realising the dangers.

For this reason, they were not paying attention to efforts to save the
country but instead were focusing on bids for places and positions.

He said such indifference could lead to splits, especially as the
foreign el ements were good at expl oiti ng weaknesses.

"Today, it is clear howthey tried to cause splits anbng us by choosing
those they feel are nore qualified than the existing ones. So that they
can recol onise us," he said in his w nding-up speech at the end of Umo's
extraordi nary general neeting.

The Prime Mnister said while this was becom ng increasingly clear, "we
still do not acknow edge that we face the danger of |osing our
i ndependence. "

Despite Mal aysia's 42 years of independence, the assunption that the
country would continue to be a free nation nmight be inaccurate, he said.

He added t hat one neans of domination was to inpoverish the people.
"That is what was done by them when they attacked the currency ... we
nearly had to bowto themas each tinme we wanted to do sonet hing they
attacked the currency and stock exchange," he said.

On the constitutional anendnents, he said the constitution alone did not
guar ant ee snoot h runni ng of the party.

He said in this context, it was inportant to have the Umo culture, one
which rejected detrinental practices |ike noney politics.

"I amnot convinced that soneone who receives RML million will do what
is good for Umo," he said, citing an exanple.
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