01/ 09/ 1998
Mal aysi ans cel ebrate N-Day with gusto despite downturn

A. Kathirasen

PENANG Mbon. - The nmain National Day cel ebrations today, held in Penang
for the first time, were so spirited and full of col our, nusic and
nerrinment, that it was as if there were no economnic probl ens.

The faces of the tens of thousands of peopl e who thronged the Universiti
Sai ns Mal aysi a grounds, form ng a 3kmhuman chai n al ong Jal an Sul t an Azl an
Shah to watch the parade, reflected only pride and j oy.

The parade itself went |ike clockwork and won rmuch praise for its
"Mal aysi aness”.

There were | oud cheers when Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad drove in in a Perodua Kembara with Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Ali.

The cel ebrati ons began when Yang di - Pert uan Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar and
Raj a Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah arrived. The first itemwas the
Ki ng's i nspection of the guard of honour nmounted by 105 nmen of the Royal
Mal aysi an Navy under the command of Lt-Kdr Ahmad Lahnmi Abdul | ah.

The Mal aysi an flag was hoi sted, followed by a fly-past by six
hel i copters of the Royal Mal aysian Air Force, arnmy and navy.

A choir of 200 trainees fromthe Federal Teachers Training Col |l ege
accomnpani ed by the Royal Ml aysi an Police band perforned t he Negaraku.

The oath was read by 2, 750 pupils from22 secondary schools, | ed by
seven pupils of different races, representing the Mal aysi an people. This
was followed by three shouts of "Merdeka".

National poetry recital conpetition winner Maarof Serman, USM student Ng
Phai k Kheng and journalist C audi a Theophilus, then read out a poemon
their love for the country by poet Marzuki Ali.

Dances, pattern formati on and aer obi cs performances by the 2, 750 pupils
added nore colour. The pupils formed patterns of the National Day | ogo,

t he Penang Bridge and the national flag.

The parade t hen began, with 7,525 partici pants and t he cel ebrati ons
cul mnated in an aerial display by four Hornet and four Hawk fighter jets.
As the people dispersed after the parade, they carried with themthe
spirit of Mal aysia Bol eh.
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