17 OCT 1998
Sany- nessage
DEFEND MALAYSI A' S SOVEREI GNTY, SAYS SAMY VELLU

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu
said it is nowtinme for Malaysians to unite in full force and defend
national sovereignty at all costs frombeing underm ned by certain foreign
el ement s.

Sany Vel lu, who is Wrks Mnister, said with the econony showi ng strong
signs of recovery, the people should rally behind the government to thwart
any attenpts to sabotage the econony and destroy internal peace and
har nony.

"W nust not allowthese foreigners (currency specul ators) to rob our
country's wealth again. Al Ml aysians, young and old, nust nowrise to the
occasi on and defend our country at all cost fromthese evil forces," he
said in his Deepavali nessage.

This year's Deepavali or the Festival of Lights will be celebrated on
Monday. A Hindu nythology has it that Deepavali originated as a cel ebration
over the slaying of the evil denmon King Narakasuran by Lord Krishna and his
consort Satyabana.

Sanmy Vel lu said the peopl e should set aside their differences and join
hands to externminate the evil forces fromw thin and outside the country.

He call ed on Mal aysian Indians of Hindu faith to cel ebrate Deepavali by
lighting oil lanps to show their support and love for the country.

Samy Vel lu said the people nmust not |let thensel ves be hoodw nked or
duped by false reports in the foreign nedia and on the Internet.

"We nust not be carried away by these reports. W nust not let our
emotions run wild," he said.

Samy Vel lu said the nmeasures introduced by the governnment recently have
produced significant results to put the economy back on track.

"We nust now continue to give our full support to the governnent under
the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad to steer
the country to a quick recovery,"” he said.

Sany Vel lu also said he noticed a change in the people's attitude in
terns of their comm tnment towards creating a "Bangsa Mal aysi a" (Ml aysi an
race).

"I noticed that during festivals |ike Deepavali, people of all races
will shop as if all Malaysians will cel ebrate Deepavali. The same wl|
happen during Hari Raya and Chi nese New Year," he said.

He said Mal aysi a has becone the envy of other countries because of the
unity and cooperation anong its various races and nany foreigners,

i ncluding world | eaders, have recogni sed this fact.

"W eat, work and |ive together. This is our culture. This is our
destiny. So, let us keep that spirit burning," he said.

As such, he urged Mal aysi ans Hi ndus to have "open house" on Deepaval
to keep alive the spirit of friendship that has brought Ml aysia to where
it is now

He al so urged the people to be thrifty even when the country was on the
path to econom c recovery.
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