21 MAY 1998
Anwar - Suhart o
MALAYSI A WELCOVES PEACEFUL TRANSI TI ON OF POAER | N | NDONESI A

KUALA LUMPUR, May 21 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia wel cones the resignation of
Presi dent Suharto and the appoi ntnent of B.J. Habibie as the new president
of I ndonesia, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi msaid today.

Anwar said that Ml aysia was happy that the transition of power was
done peacefully and in accordance with Indonesia' s Constitution.

He said Mal aysia hoped that with this devel opnment, the political crisis
i n I ndonesia could be sol ved peacefully so that the nation could
concentrate on its econom c recovery.

Anwar, who is Finance Mnister, said this after announcing the
appoi nt nrent of the new Sabah Chief Mnister on behalf of Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad who is recovering in hospital after an
operation to renove a blood clot in his left ankle.

Suharto resigned today foll owi ng demands by the people for econom c and
political reforns in the wake of the republic's worst econom c crisis since
he took office 32 years ago.

Umo Yout h described Suharto's resignation as a sacrifice by a | eader
for the sake of the nation and its people.

"Suharto's nove shows that he is a statesman who has the interest of
the nation and its people nore than his own interest for power," said Umo
Yout h | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi in a statenent.

He said that Umo Youth enpathizes with the Indonesians who had
heavy price to pay" for refornmns.

Zahi d hoped that Suharto's successor would continue with |Indonesia's
cl ose cooperation with Ml aysia because the excellent rel ationship was not
only for bilateral interest but also for regional stability and
devel opnent.
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