08/ 05/ 1998
“Mal aysi a had no intention to snub Brown'

Joseph Bi ngkasan i n London

MALAYSI A wi I | always wel cone the visit of British | eaders and its people
either for official, business or social purposes, a Ml aysian Hi gh

Conmi ssi on spokesnman sai d on Wednesday.

He said there was nmuch that could still be done for the nmutual benefit
of the two nations through bilateral visits at various |evels.

The spokesman was commenting on a report by The Guardi an on Wednesday
whi ch accused Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad of havi ng
refused a nmeeting with Chancell or of the Exchequer (Finance M nister)

Gor don Br own.

The report on the front page was headlined "Snub for Brown as Ml aysi an
PMtoo busy to talk". The report clainmed that Dr Mahathir's refusal to
meet Brown was bl aned on the adverse British Press coverage of Ml aysia's
action in deporting I ndonesian illegal immgrants.

Brown is on a tour of Southeast Asia to assess the region's economc
probl ens before the G7 finance nministers' nmeeting in Birm nghamthis
weekend.

The H gh Comm ssion regretted that there should have been any reference
to such a thought as there was no intention on Malaysia's part to "snub"
Br own.

The Prime Mnister's inability to receive Brown was sinply due to | ack
of time. Brown arrived in Kuala Lunmpur about 7pmon May 5 and was warmy
received by Deputy Prime Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim They then had a di scussi on over dinner hosted by Anwar.

About 8amthe followi ng day, Brown |left for the airport to proceed to
Jakart a.

The conmi ssion said Brown's stay for only a night in Kuala Lunmpur had
not given any opportunity at all for Dr Mahathir to receive him
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