11 AUG 1998
Abdul | ah- Laos
MALAYSI A, LACS TO ENHANCE BARTER TRADE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 11 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia and Laos today agreed to
enhance barter trade and pronote the use of regional currencies in other
areas of trade, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahrmad Badaw said
t oday.

" Mal aysia informed Laos of the use of regional currencies as a new
mechanismin trade and it had agreed to this,” he said when briefing
reporters on the tal ks between Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and visiting Laotian Prinme Mnister Sisavath Keobounphanh.

The Prime Mnister briefed the Loation | eader on the new nechani sm at
their neeting here, Abdullah said.

Mal aysi a hoped Laos woul d benefit fromthe use of regional currencies
in trade, he said.

During the talks, the Prine Mnister also offered Malaysia's help in
t he devel opnent of the rural areas in Laos, he said.

Mal aysi a and Laos woul d al so have a government-officers exchange
programe for their nutual benefit.

Laotian officers sent to Malaysia would study the governnent's rural
devel opnent programres as this country was a nodel to other nations in
rai sing the standard of living of the rural people, Abdullah said.

Laos al so sought Malaysia's help in organising English Language courses
for its officers to help themin their dealings with Asean, he said.

Abdul | ah said Sisavath briefed Dr Mahathir on the devel oprent
programmes in his country and the strategies it was adopting towards this
end.

Dr Mahathir expressed confidence that Laos woul d achi eve speedy
progress follow ng its nenbership of Asean about a year ago.

Abdul | ah said Laos had al so requested Mal aysia Airlines to resune
flights to Vientiane where the airport had been upgraded.

Mal aysia Airlines discontinued flights because of the passenger factor
but the Prine Mnister assured Laos that the airline could use snaller
aircraft to mtigate this factor.

Abdul I ah said Laos had al so assured Dr Mahathir that it would continue
to cooperate with Asean nenbers on all matters pertaining to the grouping.

After the talks Dr Mahathir and Sisavath w tnessed the signing of trade
and tourism agreenents between the two countries.

Mal aysi a was represented by Mnister of International Trade and
I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Culture, Arts and Touri sm M nister
Dat uk Sabbaruddi n Chi k while Laotian Trade M ni ster Phoum Thi pphavone
signed for his country.

Mal aysi a- Laos trade totalled RM6.5 million |ast year. Ml aysia's
exports anpunted to RM6.2 million while it inported RVM70, 000 worth of
goods from Laos.
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