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Mal aysi a- Tel enedi ci ne
MALAYSI A, LOCATI ON FOR THE FI RST EVER TELEMEDI Cl NE APPLI CATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, March 2 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia has been chosen as one of
the three locations worldwide for the world' s first ever Patient
Information Folder (PIF), a tel enedicine application, which gives
heal t hcare professionals direct access to | eading specialists in other
countries through conputers.

Pusat Pakar Utana in Kedah has been selected to carry out clinical
trials sinmultaneously with St Mary's Hospital and Hammersmith Hospital in
London and University of Southern California in Los Angeles in four weeks'
time.

Prof RI. Kitney of Inperial College of Science, Technol ogy and
Medi ci ne, London, who devel oped the system said today the trial run was
expected to take three nmonths while the general usage worl dwi de woul d be
one year after eval uations.

The eval uati ons were essential because the United States Food and Drug
Department was particul ar about the systemgoing into hospitals, he told
reporters after denonstrating the systemto Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at the Technol ogy Park Ml aysia, here. Also present Health
M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

Kitney, who is Director for the Centre for Biological and Medi cal
Systens said Mal aysia was picked as one of the clinical trial centre as the
country was devel opi ng the Miltimedi a Super Corridor (NMSC).

The system al so enabl es doctors at designated hositals to gain access
to nedical records of patients using smartcard.

PIF is an advanced el ectronic patient record systemwhich is capabl e of
handl ing a very w de range of multi-nedia data.

The system he said, also enabled key requirenents of advanced
heal t hcare access to renote expert, borderless nedicine and direct access
to the international nedical nmarket.

Kitney said this facility provided the integration of the national
heal thcare community into international nedicine, allow ng anong others
pati ents who had sought specialist care abroad could now be treated within
their local environnent.

The systemin Pusat Pakar Utara will be installed by the Kulim
Technol ogy Managenent Sdn Bhd, the technol ogy facilitator.

Kul i m Technol ogy Managenent Sdn Bhd G oup General Manager Mazli Mhd
Rami said the conpany was in the process of installing the hardware of the
system and once conpl eted those involved including doctors would undergo
training to get themfimliar with the facility.
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