08/ 08/ 1998
Mal i ci ous rumpurs bei ng spread on I nternet, says PM

Adel i ne Ong

CALLI NG on Mal aysians to be united and calm Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d | ast ni ght sone quarters have been spreadi ng
"mal i ci ous runmours” about riots taking place in the country.

Through the I nternet, certain groups of people are also trying to bring
about chaos by pitting Mislinms and non-Mislins agai nst one anot her.

"(These) are done purposely to create chaos in the country... by people
who call out "fire" or "wolf". These are lies,"” he told a news conference
after chairing an Umo suprene council neeting in Kuala Lunpur.

He asked Mal aysi ans not to be easily influenced by what they read on the
Internet, especially on talk of trouble brewing in the country.

"This is a problemwe are facing now... the usage of Internet to spread
poi son pen letters, the nodern way... This is a freedomwhi ch has been
hi ghly |l auded by the West as a human right to create chaos in the society.
They are happy when certain people create problens in our country."

Kual a Lunmpur police chief Datuk Kamaruddin Ml Ali had earlier denied a
rumour that there were disturbances in the ChowKit area.

He sai d police received several calls fromthe public saying there were
di sturbances in the area.

"This did not take place," he said, advising the people not tolistento
such tal k.

Kamar uddi n said this was the work of rumour-nongers and the police are
carrying out investigations agai nst them

Police would not hesitate to detain those i nvol ved and charge themin
court, he added.

Dr Mahat hir al so expressed concern with attenpts to underni ne | sl amand
frighten the non-Mislinms. He said the peopl e behind these included
| ecturers and ul amas, peopl e who consi dered thensel ves religious, and al so
peopl e with no Islanm ¢ background but with access to the Internet.

"They are doing this... to instigate Mislinms and non-Mislimnms. Although
it is not very effective, it is being done," he added.

When asked what Umo coul d do, the party president said Umo will try to
hel p expl ai n the teachings of Islamin accordance to the Quran and hadith.
Umo will al so request that state governments allowonly qualified
| ecturers to conduct classes.

When tol d of panic-buying at a nunmber of shops in Kual a Lunpur caused by
the rumours of the riots, Dr Mahathir said: "This will happen nore
frequently because there are irresponsi bl e parti es who purposely create
chaos in Ml aysia. They are traitors.”

Asked how nuch nmore Mal aysia should put up with this, Dr Mahathir
responded: "What can we do? If we can do sormething, we will doit... we
are checki ng what goes on the Internet... sone of themhave got addresses
on thembut those without address are difficult (to trace)."

The Umo suprene council neeting al so di scussed the state of the econony
and Mal aysia's ties with Singapore, which are now strai ned due to a series
of bilateral problens.

"The Ummo suprenme council supports the Governnent's stand on Si ngapore, "
he added.
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