21 APR 1998
Pol e- Junp
MALAYSI AN SKY DI VERS LANDED ON NORTH PCLE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 21 (Bernama) -- Sixteen Ml aysian sky divers | anded
on the North Pole early today, adding another page to the country's
achi evenent s.

Besi des planting the national colours "Jalur Genilang”, the nenbers of
the North Pole Free Fall Expedition also succeeded in |landing a Proton Wra
1.5 during the junp from al nost 3,000 netres.

According to the expedition secretariat, the group |ed Abdul Rahim
Dahal an made t he successful |anding on the North Pole at about 1.50am

Mal aysia is the first country in Asia to have organi sed an expedition
to the North Pole which had seen visits by American, German, Canadian
Russian, Italian and British expedition teans.

When told of the success, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
congratul ated the team which al so included a nother of five.

Dr Mahathir said many people had criticised the expedition as they felt
it was inappropriate to have one during the tine of econom c downturn

"But | feel...the adventure m ght be dangerous and we nmight seemto be
t aki ng our econom c problemlightly but it bolsters our spirit and this is
what we should do under whatever condition the country is in," he told a
news conference after |aunching the Ml aysian-British Business Counci
here.

Dr Mahathir had | aunched the expedition on March 29 and presented the
nati onal colours to Abdul Rahim

According to the expedition secretariat, the junp took al nost half an
hour and the team stayed at the North Pole for two hours.

Besi des Abdul Rahim other expedition nmenbers are Kapten (B) Abdu
Rahmat Omar, Lt Ahmad Ramli Kardi, Mej Kanmaruddi n Abdul | ah, Puan Nordzi ah
Mohamed Noor and Mohamed Shansul Mhamed Amin, the youngest in the team at
21 years ol d.

The others are Lt (B) Aziz Ahnmad as | ead junper, Mg Anran Abdu
Rashi d, Sul ai man Al wee, Ahmed Abdul Rahman, Maznan Mat |sa, Mhaned |dros
Yusop, Mohd Hazanuzakar Mbhd Hatim Ramlee Alias, Rami Mt Idin and Mhd
Noori zan Yunus.

A TV3 teamwas also at the North Pole to record the historic event.

According to the secretariat, the tenperature was 41 degrees Cel sius
bel ow zero during the junp and 25 degrees Cel sius bel ow zero on the
surf ace.

"As Mal aysi ans we feel proud that we finally made it to the North
Pol e," said Abdul Rahmat.

Thanki ng the Al mighty for the successful venture, Rahmat said
expedi tion nmenbers also created a new record in formation junp using five
par achut es.

On the Proton Wra, Rahmat said they had no problemstarting the car
even under extrenely cold weather condition of the North Pole.

But, he said they could not drive the car due to the thick snow and the
snow st orm whi ch canme soon after their arrival.

"But Abdul Rahi m nanaged to drive the car around the freezing airport
near the North Pole," he said.

The team conprising arny personnel and busi nessnmen | eft for Khantangga
in Siberia at 4pmlocal tine.

An officer at the secretariat, Mej (B) Abdul Shukor Nasiruddin
contacted tonight said the teamwas expected to return to Ml aysia on



Sunday.
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