15/ 05/ 1998
Mal aysia to study cultivation of oil pal min Sudan

Fauzi ah I'snail in Khartoum

KHARTOUM Thurs: Mal aysia is undertaking a study to see if oil pal mcan be
cultivated in Sudan, which has 80 m|1lion hectaresof | and convertibleinto
pl ant ati ons.

Deputy Primary I ndustries M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Hussei n sai d Tabung
Haji, the PalmQ | Research of Ml aysi a and several Sudanese universities
are conducting the study.

"We are | ooking at the | ong-termapproach of our joint cooperation with
Sudan. The cul tivation of oil palm besides undertaki ng downstream
activities here, is one option," he told Mal aysi an newsnen fol | owi ng hi s
meeting with Sudanese | ndustries M ni ster Badaruddi n Sul ai man.

H shanuddi n i s acconpanying Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad on a three-day official visit of Sudan, ending tonorrow.

Ohersinthe Prime Mnister's delegation include his wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw ,

M nister in the Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
and a 12-nmenber busi ness del egati on.

To coincide with the visit, the two governnents al so signed three
agreenents to further enhance trade and i nvest ment cooperati on bet ween
t hem

Hi shamuddi n said Mal aysia is al so | ooking at countries in South America
for the purpose of cultivating oil palm

At present, the Mal aysi an private sector has al ready opened oil palm
pl antations in I ndonesi a and Papua New Gui nea.

H shanmuddi n said Sudan is al so keen to secure Malaysia's PalmQ | Credit
Paynment Arrangenment for the purchase of palmoil.

Sudan has been inporting palmoil fromMal aysia since 1981.

"W see potential in Sudan.

"We see for ourselves the situation here and it is no where near as bad
as perceived by many.

"The fact that they (the Sudan Governnent) is confortable with us, and
giving priority to our investors, goes a |l ong way towards strengtheni ng
our trade and i nvest nent cooperation,” H shanuddi n sai d.

Meanwhi l e, shortly after his arrival last night, Dr Mahathir was
conferred the honorary Doctorate of Laws by the University of Khartoum

After attendi ng the Mal aysi a- Sudan del egati on neeti ng where he wi t nessed
the signing of the three agreenments, Dr Mahat hir net Sudan First Vice-
President Ali Osman Muhanmed Taha and t he presi dent of the Coordination
Counci | of the Southern Province and assistant to the president, M R ek
Maachar .

Later, he net wi th Mal aysi an students and hel d a di al ogue wi th Sudanese
intellectuals and schol ars.

Tonorrow, he is schedul ed to open the Petronas office here before
| eaving for hone in the afternoon.
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