18 OCT 1998
Mahat hi r - Deepaval i
MALAYSI ANS UNI TED | N OVERCOM NG ECONOM C PROBLEM SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 18 (Bernama) -- The discipline and unity of the
various races have enabled Malaysia to take the ringgit's depreciation and
fall in share prices inits stride, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d.

The nmeasures taken, such as foreign exchange controls, had to a certain
extent succeeded in inproving Ml aysia's econony, he said in his Deepavali
message. Deepavali will be cel ebrated on Mnday.

Dr Mahathir said the people should be thankful that despite the
country's economc crisis, their lives had not been badly affected like in
ot her countries.

He said that conpared with other countries, Ml aysians were still able
to buy the daily necessities for thenselves and their famlies.
He said the country was still stable and peaceful despite the efforts

of certain parties to create instability.

He al so hoped that the Deepavali celebrations this year would be as
Merry as in previous years.

Dr Mahathir said visiting friends during such occasions was a speci al
culture of Malaysians and this should be continued to enhance the
rel ati onshi p and under st andi ong anong the vari ous races.

Meanwhi |l e, the People's Progressive Party (PPP), said in a statenent

t hat Hi ndus shoul d show noderation in cel ebrating Deepavali in view of the
current economc crisis.
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