17 JAN 1998

MAHATHI R MEETS SUHARTO OVER CURRENT ECONOM C CRI SIS

JAKARTA, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has j ust
begun a neeting with President Suharto at his Jal an Cendana resi dence here
where the two | eaders are expected to di scuss the present economic crisis
faced by Indonesia as well as other countries in the region.

The two | eaders may al so di scuss Malaysia's plan to deport foreign
workers to reduce its burden during the crisis, according to a pal ace
official.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here at 11.25am (Mal aysian tine) was greeted
by Suharto on his arrival at the president’'s residence.

Hundr eds of thousands of Indonesians are currently working in Mlaysia,
nmostly in the construction and the plantation sector.

Dr Mahathir is the second head of governnment from Asean who cane to
nmeet President Suharto to personally discuss the current econonmic crisis.
Si ngapore Prime M nister Goh Chok Tong held an hour |ong di scussion
wi th President Suharto here on Tuesday. -- BERNANA
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