24/ 10/ 1998

Man in the street gives nmeasures thunbs up

THE nati onal budget announced by Prine M nister and First Finance M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hi r Mohanad t oday was fol | owed cl osel y by Mal aysi ans
fromall wal ks of |ife eager to know how t hey woul d be affected.

The New Straits Tines tal ked to some of themin Kual a Lunpur to get
their views on subjects close to themsuch as the wai ver of inconme tax for
t he year 1999, abolishment and rai sing of taxes of sone itens and extended
weekends for Governnent servant:

HASSAN ABU MANSCOR, 34, contractor

"The two-day weekend per month for Governnent servants can encourage
famlies to go on local tours but | think it is better that it is held at
the same dates for all departnents so that the private sector can
participate in it better.

Tour operators for exanpl e know when to do their pronotions while those
who deal with Governnent counters know which day not to go there.

On the increase of tax for cigarettes, | knowthat an increase of 25 sen
for a large pack is not enough to stop anybody snoking."

SHAHAR FADZI L, 20, waiter

"There is a certain novelty to having a two-day weekend for governnent
servants and | think it'll certainly help make up their mnds on what to
do for the weekend especially nowthat they can zoomout of the city on a
Friday and return [ ate on Sunday.

However, like all novelties | doubt they will last [ong. Yes, they would
go outstation with famlies for vacations but after sone tine they woul d
just likely to go back to the normal |azy Sunday routine."

FARAH ANGELI NA ABDULLAH, 31, ex-airstewardess.

"When it cones to income tax waiver, | doubt if I will benefit much. The
| ast income tax | renmenbered payi ng was only RM300 and that was |ike for
si x years of work.

Next month, | will start working with another airline and if my I ast job
i s any neasure, the tax waiver for 1999 has no bearing on ne at all.

Still 1"msure others would benefit fromit and nore di sposabl e i ncone
woul d be made available for famlies and individuals to spend or save."
AHVAD ABDUL RASHI D, 43, custons officer

"The tax wai ver for |ocally-made tel evisions, refrigerators and air-
conditioners is surely wel comed but as far as i ndi vi dual s are concer ned
the discount, is too small to be of any significance conpared to the price
of the itens.

After all how many tines do we buy these itens a nonth.

As for the tax increase for cigarettes, well, | think those nost |ikely
to be affected are the teenagers and youngsters who will feel the pinch
but not those stuck in their habits Iike adults."

AM R HAMZAH MD. JONED, 26, contractor

"I"mnot sure howthe incone tax wai ver woul d benefit nme as | conduct ny
own busi ness. But |'msure sal ari ed workers can have sonething to | ook
forward to and a little nore noney to spend.

This is nore so during the current econonmic difficulties.

| believe the econony nmight just recover next year and then they can
start paying their inconme taxes as usual, starting in the year 2000.

As for the one two-day weekend per nonth for public servants, | think it
can hel p spur local tourismbut not that much as famlies still prefer to
spend tinme at hone during weekends."



RASHI D MAJI D, 47, chairman of furnishing conmpany.

"The neasures taken by the Governnent are brilliant. It is a direct, no-
nonsense nove to i nprove the present state of the econony with the
i nterest of businesses in mnnd.

The increase in cigarette and |i quor prices shoul d not pose any probl em
as they are luxury itens. They are not a necessity. Besides, even with the
hike in cigarette price here, it still cost | ess conpared to sonme ot her
countri es.

The one free Saturday per nonth for civil servants shoul d not cause any
problem It gives themnore tine at one stretch though. As long as the
qual ity of work they produce i s good, the question of the number of
wor ki ng hours shoul dn't be of rmuch concern.”

JEFFREY LI EW 32, freel ance advertiser

"I think the budget is a wel coned relief. By abolishing incone tax for
1999, we shoul d expect a long termbenefit fromthat neasure al one. The
Governrent i s taking sone good and bol d actions in handling this economc
crisis.

The increase in the price of cigarettes and liquor is alright for the
general public but it will hurt the entertainnment industry. Sone
busi nesses require their personnel to entertaintheir clients and if
prices go up, they will definitely be affected.

But right now, | suppose we have to nmake sonme sacrifices for the good of
the country. "

LI NDA BAHRAI N, 25, restaurant supervisor

"Ri ght now we shoul d concentrate on our country. | think the tax waiver
for the locally-made househol d products is a good i dea as we shoul d al
start buyi ng Mal aysi an- nade goods.

There is no need to buy inmported itens right now when the country
produces nmany of the things we need, and now at an even | ower price.

Besides, if we | ook closely at our |ocally-nmade products, we'll see that
they are of good quality.”

ZULI HSAN ABD RAHI M 25, student

"I"'mafraid the increase in cigarette and i quor prices will encourage
smuggling in the country. G her than that, | think we can all benefit from
| ess consunption of the two products.

The i dea of waiving i ncome tax next year sounds great but can the
government afford to do such a thing? Were will the noney come fronf?

The one | ong weekend per nonth for civil servants will give themnore
time for relaxing and to spend quality time with the famly.

They can really help our tourismindustry if they nake good use of that
leisure tine to travel or even go sight-seeing.”

Al SHA ABD RAHMAN, 51, hawker

"The tax waiver in 1999 will definitely help the people. Wth the
present situation involving pay cuts and retrenchments, these people stil
need to pay for the house, the children's studi es and ot her expenses. It
will be abigrelief for them

Wien it comes to cigarette and liquor, they're not really a good thing
to begin with. The peopl e woul d now have to thi nk tw ce about consuni ng
them "

(END)
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