24/ 09/ 1998
Man who mAade Mal aysi an boxing history

Shar eem Anty

ONE of the enduring i mages of the Conmonweal th Ganes i s of Mal aysian |ight
f eat her wei ght boxer Sapok Bi ki, 24, traipsing joyously around the ringin
triunph after defeating Kenya's Mdses Kinyua for the gold.

The wi ry Sarawak boxer is drenched i n sweat and hol ding al oft a poster
of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, then of f doing the jig
again, gamely putting up his fists inthe traditional boxer's pose for the
phot ogr aphers' benefit.

Mal aysi a' s boxing fraternity had been banking on Sapok, a silver
nmedal list in the Jakarta Sea Ganes, to bring in a nedal, but against the
bi gger draw of boxers at the Commbnweal th Ganes, they had only predicted a
bronze.

But Sapok punched his way through each fight in the 48kg category until
he found hinself in the final.

He had cone a |l ong way fromthe | onghouse to show " Mal aysi a Bol eh".

Ki nyua' s coach seenmed to have no doubt his charge woul d defeat the
Mal aysi an to take the gol d. Sapok was unperturbed. "Anything can happen,"
he said.

In the neantime, he arranged to have his parents flown i n fromKuchi ng
to watch himat the big fight.

"I told themthis is the best chance for me to win a medal as the Games
is held on hone soil."

The Games boxi ng conpetition had generally drawn scant attention from
the fans, but Sapok's win attracted all the right attention draw ng 8, 000
cheering spectators on the day of the big fight.

They had conme hoping to see hi mnake history by winning Malaysia's first
Conmonweal t h Ganes gol d nedal for boxing, and Sapok di d not di sappoint.

Punches fl ew thick and fast on either side as the two boxers went head
to head in the ring, oblivious of the scream ng fans.

Sapok, quick on his feet and precise with his jabs, managed to establi sh
an early lead. By the third round he was si x points ahead of his opponent,
but a determ ned Ki nyua fought back with a four-point rally in round four.

But Sapok stood his ground, circling his opponent and | ashing out with
deadl y accuracy whenever he saw an openi ng, causing his points to tick
ever up-ward until the final bell.

The j udges had awarded him19 points to Kinyua's 13, an enphatic | ead
t hat made Sapok the clear cut winner. As the referee raised the
Mal aysian's armto signify his victory, Sapok congratul at ed hi s opponent
and then was of f doi ng his dance.

"The Kenyan was faster than ne," he acknow edged afterwards, "but all
hi s punches did not hit target, while | nade nost of m ne count.

At hl etes work hard to achi eve those rare magi cal nonents when they know
t hey' ve bested everyone el se, and for Sapok standing on the winner's
podi umand garl anded with gold, this was surely one of them
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