23/ 09/ 1998

PM Anwar a nice, smling man who was plotting agai nst ne

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
descri bed Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimas a nice, smling nman who was plotting
agai nst him

However, he said the action against his former deputy, who was sacked on
Sept 2, was not political and not out of fear of Anwar being too nmuch of a
chal l enge to him

Dr Mahathir said this inreply to a question at a Press conference on
whet her the action had anything to do with Anwar nounting a strong
chal | enge for the | eadership

"What is there? | amgoing to retire and | have al ready naned hi mas ny
successor. But he didin fact plan to overthrow ne, by nmaki ng accusati ons,
whi ch he has since admtted. Although at that tine he was very nice to nme

smling, at the same tinme he was plotting.

"I knew about it but | chose toignore it because tone it is quite
irrelevant. If he is chosen by the party as a | eader, okay, he is wel cone
toit. If he thinks he can challenge me, | can contest against him | have
cont est ed agai nst others and | have a reasonabl e chance to win," the Prine
M ni ster said.

Asked whether he will remain Prime M nister for a much | onger period now
t hat he does not have a deputy, he said: "I hope not for too long. | must
have a man who i s capabl e of carrying on, a man who i s trustworthy and
honour abl e.

"I coul d have found sone other reasons to ged get rid of him(Anwar) if
it is political."

Dr Mahathir, who is also Home Mnister, was al so asked whether the
police were viol ent or heavy handed when t hey arrested Anwar's supporters
who denonstrat ed yest erday.

"I don't think they were violent. If you | ook at what happened in Los
Angel es (during the racial riots in 1992), they are much nore violent.

"Actual ly, when you are dealing with an unruly crowd, a certain anount
of force has to be used. | would li ke to ask other policenen or anybody
who feels Iike they want to carry out the job of a policenento try and
arrest violent people.

"Invariably, a certain degree of violence has to be used. But | think it
was m ni mal . Nobody was hurt. Even Anwar, when he was arrested, was given
every chance to cone in peacefully. He was not treated like in certain
countries where they are put in chains, hands and Il egs. But in this
country, he was not even handcuffed. He was taken away just like that."

He added t hat foreigners including | ndonesi ans, Paki stani s and an Af ghan
wer e anong t hose arrested by police.

Asked whet her the so-called reformation novenent initiated by Anwar
woul d take of f, he said the nbvenent was just to cover up Anwar's sexua
m sdeeds.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked about the situation in the country to which
he replied that it was still stable.

"The najority of people inthis country do not want to have these ki nds
of activities in Malaysia. And these things that Anwar has done is
sonet hi ng that he has done before. He is very fond of using students in
order to propagate his own fight."

Asked whet her a state of enmergency woul d be decl ared, Dr Mahathir said
there was no need to.



"There is no state of energency. Sure there are a few thousands of
peopl e following him but the vast majority of 22 mllion peoplelivingin
this country are quite happy as they are.

"As you can see, despite the denonstration on Sunday, |ast night there
wer e t housands of peopl e at the stadium They were quite happy singing the

national anthem"”
( END)
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