01 SEP 1998

MAHATHI R CHAI RS SPECI AL CABI NET MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad chaired a special Cabinet neeting this norning that di scussed
nmeasures to tackle the econom c downturn faced by the country.

The neeting began at 9am and ministers were seen | eaving the Prine
M nister's Departnment at 10.45am

The Cabi net hol ds regul ar neetings on Wednesdays but there had been
speci al neetings held on other days to discuss specific matters such the
Budget .

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to appear in a special interview on the
nation's economc situation at 3pmwhich will be carried 'live' by RTMs
radi o and tel evision channels.

Am aide to the Prine Mnister said Dr Mahathir woul d be interviewed by
a panel conprising New Straits Tines Press Goup Editor-in-Chief Datuk A
Kadi r Jasin, Bernama Acting Executive Editor Yong Soo Heong and Public Bank
Ber had' s Economnics Division Director Nasaruddi n Arshad.

Dr Mahathir is expected to hold a press conference after the interview
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