20 MARCH 1998
I mmigrants-Victim
MANY | NDONESI AN | MM GRANTS CHEATED BY " TEKONGS'

LUMUT, March 20 (Bernama) -- Many | ndonesians who entered Ml aysia as
illegal immgrants are victins of tekongs and bogus enpl oynent agents
| ooki ng for noney, Maritinme Enforcenment Coordination Centre (MECC) director
Dat uk Tuan Hashi m Tuan Mohanmad sai d today.

"Each of the illegal immgrants paid between RVbOO and RMBOO for the
tekongs and agents to smuggle theminto this country, he told reporters
after launching the integrated "Ops Nyah" at the MECC conpl ex here.

Tuan Hashi m said the tekongs disregarded the safety of their passengers
and were only after noney, In many cases the passengers were forced to junp
into the sea after which they attenpt to reach the shore on their own.

"This irresponsi bl e act caused many I ndonesi ans to drown when they
tried to swimashore,” he said.

Last year, 66 |Indonesians were drowned while attenpting to | and on
Mal aysi a's shores, and the figure so far this year is 26.

Tuan Hashim said patrols in the Melaka Straits should be stepped to
curb the increasing nunber of Indonesians entering the country illegally.

In conjunction with the [aunch of the integrated Ops Nyah which is
coordi nated by the MECC, four navy ships, two air force and police air wng
aircraft were noved to sea with Fisheries Departnent boats standing by.

This is the first operation where the conbined force of the MECC, navy,
mari ne police, police air wing, air force and the Fisheries Departnment is
used to curb the entry of illegal imrgrants.

It covers the nation's waters from Pul au Langkawi to Tanjung Piai in
Johor.

Tuan Hashim said the MECC would use its marine nonitoring system using
sophi sticated radars to detect intrusions in the straits.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is expected to |aunch the
radar systemin Port Kl ang soon.

He said the MECC was cooperating with the Indonesian marine authorities
i n Tanjung Pinang, R au which detained 400 i nm grants and four tekongs who
attenpted to sneak into Malaysia | ast week.

Tuan Hashi m al so said the MECC received reports that 86 ill egal
i mm grants were deatained along the Melaka Straits in Tanjung Tual ang,

Tanj ung Langsat and Tanjung Rinpin (all in Johor), Sungai Peringgi Nenas
near Port Kl ang, Sekinchan (Selangor) and Pantai Remi s (Perak). -- BERNAMVA
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