13 DEC 1998
Umo- Mahat hi r ( Danger)
MANY MALAYS DON T REALI SE THE DANGER OF RECOLONI SATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today there were still many people in the country particularly the Ml ays
who do not realise the danger of the attenpts by foreigners to recol oni se
the country.

Thus, they do not want to unite but were nore keen to fight for party
positions, he said.

"Till today, there are attenpts to recolonise us and we find that the
Mal ays are still like before,” he said in a disappointed tone in his
adj our nment speech at the end of the one-day Special Umo Ceneral Assenbly
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today.

"Hence, they mght be divided as the foreigners are clever in using us
and our weaknesses to divide us," he said.

Despite Mal aysia's 42 years of independence, the assunption that the
country would continue to be a free nation m ght be inaccurate and m ght
not be true at all, he said.

"After gaining independence (fromcolonial nasters), we feel too
confortable and believe we will be free forever. That's why the people do
not pay much attention to protecting the country.

"Foreigners are envious to see a sovereign country |ike Ml aysia and
they intend to control us directly or indirectly. Their ways are to
i npoverish us so that we will have to beg themfor help," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the debate in today's special assenbly saw party
menbers venting their anger on foreign interference in Malaysia's interna
affairs but there was not much di scussions on the dangers of such neddling.

He said it was clearly visible now how they tried to divide the people
by picking a person whomthey feel was nore qualified fromthe present one
so that they could recol onise the country.

He al so recalled how the people of this country lived in constant fear
under the rule of the European colonialists since 1511

However, the colonialists were defeated given the strong unity anong
the Mal ays then who realised that they were being col oni sed when the Ml ay
Rul ers were downgraded to that of nmere Chief Kadis in their respective
st ates.

"It is because of their unity, the Ml ays could defeat the British
t hrough Umo without the use of arnms, wealth and know edge, " he added.

- - BERNAMA

T™M AKD TS



	MANY MALAYS DON'T REALISE THE DANGER OF RECOLONISATION (Bernama 13/12/1998)

