11/ 06/ 1998

Mapa and NUPWwor ki ng on new terns

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Work on a new col |l ective agreenent between estate
wor ker s and Mal aysi an Agri cul tural Producers Associ ation (Mapa) has begun
after the old one expired |l ast nonth, National Union of Plantation Wrkers
(NUPW executive secretary A Navamukundan sai d t oday. He sai d t he uni on
had forwarded i ts menorandumof cl ai nms on sal ary and ot her benefits to
Mapa | ast nonth and were waiting a reply.

"As usual we are asking for better terms and conditions for enpl oyment
and living," he said. Each collective agreenent is for a period of three
years.

Navanukundan was respondi ng to a query about the status of a group of
pl ant ati on wor kers who st aged a peaceful gathering outside the gates of
the Prime M nister's Departnent requesting a nmeeting with Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to di scuss nmont hly wages in place of their current daily
wages.

Aletter was handed to an officer fromthe Prime Mnister's office at
t he gates.

The group calling itself the Mal aysi an Support Committee for the
Pl antation Cormunity cl ai med t hat pl antati on workers were bei ng victin sed
by pl antati on nmanagnents through a | ow dai |l y-wage structure whil e other
benefits |i ke annual wage i ncrenent and bonus were not forthcomn ng.

The group al so cl ai med that Mapa and NUPWwere unabl e to work out a
"good" wage structure despite having net nany tines.

Its spokesman A Sivarajan said plantation workers get an average of
RVbOO per nonth and were asking for a nonthly m ni mumof RW/50, a RVBO
annual increnment, a mni mumof one nonth's annual bonus and retirenment
benefits.

Navanmukundan sai d NUPWwoul d strive to get the best ternms and conditions
for the workers.

"We cannot concl ude a col |l ective agreenent through the Press or in the
streets."

Navanmukundan sai d there were three categories of plantati on workers who
were daily-rated, piece-rated and nonthly-rated.

On clains by the group that they had to pay for electricity and water
supplies, he said workers were charged for any ambunt used above a free-
quant um
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