08/ 12/ 1998

Marina calls for nedia to dispel myths about AlDS

PENANG Mbon. - The nedia has been urged to play a greater role in
di spel ling nyt hs and m sunder st andi ngs about H V and Al Ds anong t he
public.

In making the call today, Ml aysian Al DS Council president Datin Paduka
Marina Mahathir said this coul d be done by providing the public with nore
accurate and factual reports on the di sease.

"Many nyt hs and m sunder st andi ngs about H V and Al DS abound t oday
because of inaccurate and sensationalist reporting about the di sease by
the media, especially in the West in the early days," she said.

"This is because the tendency of the nedia in the Wst then was to
sensationali se rather than provi de accurate factual reporting on the
epidem c," she added.

Marina was | aunching a day-1ong nedia practitioners' workshop on
H V/ AIDS jointly organi sed by the MAC and t he Mal aysi an Press Institute at
the City Bayvi ew Hotel here.

The workshop is the first to be organi sed for the Press outside of Kuala
Lunmpur where three simlar events have been hel d.

It is attended by about 20 journalists fromvarious nmedi a organi sati ons
in the northern region.

Topi cs di scussed i nclude the epi dem ol ogy of H V/ AIDS, prevention
programes and the treatnment of people living with H V/ Al DS.

Marina sai d the ai mof such workshops was to provide the nedia, as the
crucial linkin providinginformationto the public, with accurate and
factual information on the disease.

She added that it was because of the crucial role of the media in
educating the public that the biennial Red Ri bbon Awards was i ntroduced in
1996 as an incentive to get people in the nedia, in advertising and in the
arts to disseminate nore information on H V/ AIDS and rel at ed i ssues.
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