11/12/ 1998
MASA wants to give its input on proposed feeder firm

Franci s Fer nandez

THE MALAYSI AN Shi powner s Associ ation (MASA) i s wor ki ng towards having a
di al ogue with the Mnistry of Transport to give its i nput on the proposed
nati onal feeder conpany.

MASA chai rman M rzan Mahat hir said the association, in principle,
supports the setting up of such a conpany but due consi deration nust be
gi ven to MASA menbers who are al ready invol ved in this business.

In order to enhance Port Kl ang's position as the hub centre of the
nati on and a transhi pnment point, the views of | ocal shipowners shoul d be
taken into account, Mrzan told reporters yesterday i n Kual a Lunpur, after
the launch of the "Ship Monitor", a MASA publication

On the participation of local ports in the national feeder conpany,

M rzan sai d al t hough he wel cones their invol verent, "ports are only
interested in maki ng sure cargo cones to thent

"You have to weigh the interest of the conpany and t he sharehol ders as
no one would want to set up a conpany that is not a viable entity," he
sai d.

He said apart fromMASA, the ninistry should al so get feedback fromthe
Feder ati on of Forwardi ng Agents, Contai ner Hauliers Associ ation of
Mal aysi a, | nternational Shipowners Associ ation of Ml aysia, the Federation
of Mal aysi an Manuf acturers and the Nati onal Chanbers of Commrerce and
I ndustry of Ml aysia, anpng ot hers.

Asked i f MASA woul d express | ocal shipowners' interest in gaining an
equity in the national feeder conpany, Mrzan said, "At this point in
time, it's not clear. W have to |l ook at all issues and the equity
structure of the proposed entity will be one of them"

Earlier MASA's vice- chairman Dr Ni k Mohd Zain, who is also the
executive chairman of Nepline Bhd said that any feeder conpany nust have
t he backi ng frommai nliners and t he support of |ocal shipowners.

He added that the conposition of the equity should be further discussed
and "if the bottomline is good, Nepline would Iike to go in", adding that
currently Nepline operates a feedering service to Canbodi a.
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