14/ 07/ 1998
Mast er sciences, PMurges Mislins

Adel i ne Ong
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | ast ni ght wel conmed t he
reawakeni ng of interest in science and technol ogy anong Musl i ns.

He said it is tinme Muslinms nmaster the sciences so they could progress,
devel op and be on par with non-Mislins.

Many Muslins had resisted studyi ng such subj ects because t hey t hought
t he knowl edge was not Islamc, Dr Mahathir said at the | aunching at the
Langkawi International Islamc Science and Technol ogy Exhi bition
Conference 1998 (Listec 98) in Kual a Lunpur | ast night.

"I hope this exhibitionwill in some way cl ear the m sunder st andi ng t hat
scientific know edge is un-Islamc and secul ar.

"It is not secular at all. W are encouraged by our religion to study
not just the Quran or the Hadith ... but also the world around us ... the

nmount ai ns, the sea, the trees and the rivers," the Prime M nister said.

Sci ence of course has no religion, he said, and what is oxygen to the
Muslinms is al so oxygen to the people of other faiths, nmeaning the concept
of "lIslam c science" does not actually refer to a separate body of
know edge.

However, science has over the years unfortunately becone foreignto the
Islamic religion, because Muslins failed to continue to seek such
know edge.

In fact, much of the scientific know edge today i s based on the research
and work of Muslimscientists in the past, "in nedicine, physics,
chem stry, navigation, mathematics and others ... fields which are
nmonopol i sed by non-Mislinms today,” Dr Mahathir said.

Therefore, instead of view ng science as i deas and know edge whi ch
originated fromthe Western people, Mislins should naster and develop it
further as in the past.

"I amsure they will be able to match any of the scholars in the world,"
he sai d, addi ng that he hopes Listec 98 will hel p Muslins recogni se the
potential of science and technol ogy, not |east in human devel opment.

The conference is jointly organi sed by the Langkawi Accommodati on for
Visiting Academ cs, Institute of Islam ¢ Understandi ng Mal aysi a, Mal aysi a
I ndustrial - Governnent G oup for H gh Technol ogy and Eeman Consul t.
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