21 JUN 1998
Umo- W ndi ng-up (Najib)
MATRI CULATI ON STUDENTS d VEN SCHOLARSHI PS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernanmm) -- Nearly all the students doing the
franchise matricul ati on programmes of public universities at private
colleges will be sponsored by the governnent, Umo vice-president and
Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today.

Only those who cone fromfamlies earning nore than RvBO, 000 a year
woul d not qualify for the benefit which would be in the form of
schol arshi ps and not | oans, he said.

The students woul d be sponsored by Mara through an additiona
all ocation of RMLO1 million provided by the governnent recently, he said
when wi nding up the debate on the |ast day of the Umo general assenbly,
here.

Naji b said the franchi se progranme was an agenda to suppl enment the
addi tional 7,484 places which the public universities were unable to
provi de.

"Wthout this franchise progranmme, only students obtaining an aggregate
of less than 15 will be offered places for the matricul ati on courses. Wth
t he programme even those obtaining an aggregate of 27 are offered pl aces,”
he said.

The performance in |last year's Sijil Peperiksaan Ml aysia (SPM
exam nati on saw and unprecendented 66, 220 students obtai ning G ade One,
whi ch was nore than the nunber obtaining Gade Two and Three

On the placenent of SPM holders in institutions of higher |earning,
Najib said that of the 31,564 bum putera students in the science stream
22,314 or 71 per cent succeeded in getting places in the matricul ation
di pl oma and degree progranmes, conpared with 61 per cent |ast year

The figure increased to 80 per cent if students who obtained places in
Uni versiti Teknol ogi Petronas, Universiti Tel ekom Universiti Tenaga and
pol ytechni cs are taken into account.

"This means that nearly all the bum putera science students who
obt ai ned Grade One and Two have been placed at institutions of higher
| earning. Actually, this is ours and Umo's agenda,"” he said.

He al so announced that 670 places for matricul ati on woul d be created in
10 religious secondary schools to accomodate the science students from
t hese school s.

"I'n keeping with the party's struggle for the race, the Education
M nistry has never treated lightly the entry of Islamc streamstudents to
institutions of higher |earning,"” he said.

Najib said the matricul ati on programe at religi ous secondary school s
was part of the ministry's takeover of the matricul ati on progranme which
woul d be done in stages.

He said four matriculation centres had been planned for construction in
Arau (Perlis), Kuala Pilah (Negeri Senbilan), Masjid Tanah (Ml aka) and
Pongsu Seri bu Seberang Perai (Pulau Pinang). They coul d acconmodate a tota
of 9,000 students.

Naji b said the governnment also offered loans to 9,091 first-year
students last year and 15,000 this year, involving an allocation of RMB0O5
mllion

On the call by Kelantan nmenbers for a university to be built in the
state, Najib said it would be done if the Barisan Nasional (BN) got the
mandate to formthe state government in the next election

"I want to say that fromny discussion with the Kelantan Umo |iai son



chief (Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad), this aspiration can be
fulfilled...and the decision of the Kelantan Umo |iaison chief is on the
condition that the Barisan Nasional gets to formthe governnent in Kel antan
in the next election.” he said.
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