06 JUL 1998
Muhamrad- Bi r t hday
MAULI DUR RASUL PROCESSI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, July 6 (Bernama) -- About 12,000 Muslins took part in a
processi on from Dataran Merdeka to Pusat Islamhere this norning for the
Maul i dur Rasul celebration to mark Prophet Mihanmad' s birthday.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman
| ed the procession which began at 8am

This year's cel ebration which carries the thene "Kesejahteraan Negara
Tanggungj awab Kita" (Nation's Peace Qur Responsibility) will be opened by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at Pusat |slam

In a drizzle, the procession nade its way through Jalan Parlinmen and
Jal an Cender awasi h.

Cvil servants, university and coll ege students, corporate sector and
religious groups were anong those taking part in the procession.

O her events have al so been Iined up for the occasion. They include the
presentation of the Muulidur Rasul Award and nasyi d performances.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, about 1,000 people attended the cel ebration at
W sma Darul | man.

The Sultan of Terengganu, in his speech, rem nded Mislins that the
current econom c downturn did not nmake it right for themto be slowin
practising |Islamc teachings.

He wanted themto revive the practice of visiting each other and having
gotong-royong to strengthen the ties of brotherhood and | ove.

I n KUANTAN, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said the state
govennment had its own programme to tackle the econonic problens, including
rai sing food producti on under the Pahang Food Producti on Enhancenent Pl an.

Speaking at the state-level celebration at the State Convention Hall,
he said that under the plan, efforts would be undertaken to devel op ni ne
food production parks and 35 nucl eus orchards on a conmerci al scale.

Di KOTA KI NABALU, Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai |ed 75
conti ngents conprising about 6,000 Miuslins in a procession from Padang
Merdeka to Masjid Negeri in Senbul an.

O her events including a banner conpetition and the presentation of the
Maul i dur Rasul award to six recipients in the state were also held attended
by Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Osu Sukam

In KOTA BAHARU, the Sultan of Kelantan, Tuanku Ismail Petra, is
scheduled to attend the state-level celebration at Masjid Tuanku | smail
Petra, Kubang Kerian, tonight.

Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat, Deputy Menteri Besar Abdul
Hal i m Abdul Rahman and state executive councillors are also expected to
turn up.

In PULAU PI NANG over 2,000 Muslins attended the gathering at Masjid
Bayan Bar u.

Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Dr Handan Shei kh Tahir, in his speech at the
function, rem nded Muslins not to sell the country's dignity or betray it
for personal gains and profits.

In SIBU, Sarawak Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Datuk Patinggi Ahmad Zaidi
Adruce Mohanmad Nor called on the people to be nore sensitive to elenents
that could disrupt the wellbeing of the state and country.

He said this need to be alert at all tines was all the nore pertinent
and necessary as the country now faced an econom ¢ downt urn.

He later led a procession of about 3,000 people for two kil onetres
acconpani ed by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahmud.



I n SEREMBAN over 5,000 Muslinms crowded the Serenban Munici pal Counci
hall for the state-level celebration after a planned gathering at Padang NS
fizzl ed out because of the rain.

The Regent of Negeri Senbilan Tunku Naqui yuddi n Tuanku Ja'afar led the
processi on around the town after the rain stopped.

In ALOR SETAR, the celebration was held at Masjid Zahir |ast night
attended by the Sultan of Kedah, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and
about 500 peopl e.

Sim |l ar gatherings were held at nosques in all districts.

In MELAKA, over 5,000 Muslins braved the rain for the state-|evel
processi on.

Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahnad Shahabuddi n and Chief M nister
Dat uk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin led the procession which started at Stadi um Kubu
at about 8.45pm and ended at the Masjid Al Azi m conpound.
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