06 OCT 1998
Mahat hi r - Umo
MAHATHI R CHAI RS UVNO SUPREME COUNCI L MEETI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister and Umo President
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad toni ght chaired the Supreme Council neeting
at the party headquarters, here.

Dr Mahathir arrived at 8pm hours after making a one-day working visit
to Kuchi ng, Sarawak.

Al so attending the neeting are vice-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak and Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi .

The neeting is expected to discuss issues involving the party and the
gover nment incl uding the appointment of a new deputy prine ninister.

The post is vacant follow ng the sacking of Anwar fromthe government
on Sept 2 and fromUmo a day |ater.

Dr Mahathir was reported to have said on Sept 30 that he need to
consult with his colleagues in Umo on whether to appoint a deputy prine
m ni ster before the party el ection next year.

The nmeeting will al so decide on the Umo Youth chief's post foll ow ng
the resignati on of Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di |ast Friday.

The nmeeting mght also discuss the H gh Court's "gag order" restraining
comments on the guilt or innocence of Anwar with regards to charges of
sodonmy and corruption to ensure that he would have a fair trial.

Anot her issue which mght be deliberated is the proposal by Suprene
Counci | menber Datuk Mohaned Rahmat to revi ew several decisions nmade by the
party's managenent and di sciplinary comrttee which was previously headed
by Anwar .
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