11 AUG 1998
Mahat hi r - Si ngapor e
MAHATHI R: MALAYSI A MAY REVIEW TIES WTH S PORE | F RELATI ONS WORSEN

PULAU PI NANG, Aug 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today Mal aysia did not rule out the possibility of reviewing bilateral ties
with Singapore if the strained relationship between both countries
wor sened.

The Prime Mnister, however, said as of now the situation had not
reached a serious stage.

Dr Mahathir said this in a nmedia conference when asked whet her Mal aysi a
woul d review bilateral relations with Singapore as disputes still existed
bet ween both countries despite Ml aysia regardi ng Si ngapore as a good
nei ghbour .

He had earlier opened the Pul au Pinang Umo Buil di ng "Menara Umo" at
Jal an Macalister here as part of the itinerary of his one-day visit to the
state.

Mal aysi a- Si ngapore ties strained following the republic's directive to
rel ocate Malaysia's Custons, Immgration and Quarantine (Cl Q checkpoint at
t he Tanjong Pagar railway station to Waodl ands.

Mal aysi a decided to retain its Cl Q checkpoint at Tanjong Pagar | ocated
on KTM Bhd | and.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on the call by a Singapore Menber of
Par|iament urging Singaporeans not to use the train service to Mal aysia as
they could be regarded as illegal inmgrants because the Ml aysi an
Immigration did not stanmp their passports.

To that, Dr Mahathir replied, "it's up to them W did not say so."

Asked on the spread of runmours through the Internet, Dr Mahathir said,
it was an act of sabotage to weaken the country's efforts to tackle the
econom ¢ probl ens.

Al t hough there was no evidence to prove that they were acts of sabotage
or conspiracy, "what is clear is that the effects of the runours were
simlar to that of a conspiracy," he added.
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