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3,000 del egates may attend road congress

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Three thousand del egates are expected to attend the
21st Wrld Road Congress to be held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre in
Cct ober next year, Wirks Mnistry secretary-general Datuk Yahya Yaacob
sai d today.

He sai d bookings for about 40 per cent of exhibition space and four
national pavilions have al so been confirmed for the exhibition to be held
in conjunction with the congress.

"This is very encouragi ng as | understand nmany other countries are
booki ng and finalising their exhibition space," he said.

A signing cerenony was al so held after the briefing where 10 conpani es
and three nore countries confirmed their participation.

The World Road Congress is held once every four years and i s organi sed
by the Wrld Roads Association. The | ast congress was held in Mntreal,
Canada, in 1995.

Yahya sai d organising conmttees at three | evels have been set up to
organi se next year's congress.

The first is the Host Comm ttee headed by Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S.
Sany Vel lu, which will welcone foreign dignitaries and ninisters attending
t he congress.

"The second is the Organising Comrittee conprising representatives from
various Governnment nministries and agencies to help prepare and organi se
t he congress," he said.

The third, the Congress Team conprising 14 sub-conmittees and is
regarded as the actual working teamthat sets up the congress.

He said the Road Engi neeri ng Associ ati on of Ml aysi a has been appoi nted
by the ministry to undertake the organi sing and financi ng of the congress.

During the sane briefing, REAM chairman Tan Sri \Wan Abdul Rahman Yaacob
said the congress will be opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad on Cct 3, 1999.

He added that a plenary mnisters' session for mnisters in charge of
roads will be held on the first day. The theme will be Is Privatisation of
Raod Infrastructure the Answer for Accel erated Road Devel opnent in the
21st Century.

"Five sessions are also planned. They are the Major G ties, Road
Engi neeri ng Associ ati on of Asia and Austral asia, Asian H ghways, Wrld
Bank, and the joint Wrld Roads Associ ati on-O gani sati on of Econom c
Cooperation for Devel opment sessi ons.

"Si x cross-linking sessions and a special session on Transport in the
21st Century and their consequences will also be held," he said, adding
that there will also be technical visits to the Kuala Lunmpur Internationa
Airport in Sepang, Light Rail Transit System Two and several hi ghway
pr oj ect s.

REAM i s al so organi sing an essay conpetition in conjunction with the
congress. Thened Infrastructure and Transportation for the 21st Century,
the first prize teamconsisting four people will stand to win Rwv4, 000
whil e the second prize will be RW,000. The teamw nning the third prize
will get RML, 000.

The Worl d Roads Association is made up of 92 governnment nenbers and
2,900 other types of nmenmbers from 113 countri es.
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