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Mazl an: Bid can be a PR exercise for the country

Randhi r Si ngh
IT may not be a bad idea to use the bid for the 2008 A ynpics as a vehicle
to pronote Kual a Lunmpur and Mal aysi a.

"I think when Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad spoke about
the bid, he had that in mind," said Datuk Mazl an Ahmad, director-genera
of the National Sports Council

"The i dea of Mal aysi a bidding for the A ynpics should be seen in a w der
perspective. Even before you can get the Ganes, the bidding exercise which
lasts for four years i s an excellent PR exercise for a country to pronote
itself. You can sell your country to the world."

Mazl an' s argunent gives a newtw st to the grow ng debate on whet her
Mal aysi a shoul d bid for the 2008 A ynpics

Sparked by Dr Mahathir's renmarks that Mal aysia may go for it, after the
successful stagi ng of the Commonweal t h Ganes, several sports officials
were of the viewthat it may not be feasible.

They argued that Mal aysi a shoul d concentrate on the 2006 Asian Ganes
whi ch they will be bidding, too.

Uppernost in their nmnds was the cost factor and the current economc
downturn faced by the country.

It'd cost a bidding city RMLOOm | - an estimate based on a | OC mar keti ng
study which provides figures of past bids.

"W need not spend that nuch. But just registering for the bid would
mean a lot to us. Each tine a nention is nade of the 2008 bid, Kual a
Lunmpur will get a nention," said Mzl an.

"The wi de nedi a coverage woul d be a boost. W can use the five-year
exercise to pronote the country. | magi ne, havi ng pronoti onal boot hs on
Mal aysia and its 2008 bid at all major events around the world."

Mazl an said it has been proven, as in the case of Beijing and Cape Town,
in the wide publicity they got frombidding for the Ganes. An inpressive
audi o-vi sual , brochures, and intelligent marketing can help pronote the
country.

Even wi t hout the bid, the Governnent, through Touri smMal aysi a, spends
mllions each year to pronote the country.

So the bid can be one avenue or a new nmethod to pronote the country.
Even if we don't get the Ganes, the four-year bid drive woul d have hel ped
pronote the country as a tourist destination

As for the budget, Mazlan sai d Mal aysi a need not spend RMLOOmi |. It can
plan its canpai gn based on a nore reasonabl e figure.

"It depends on what you want. What ki nd of message you want to send to
the world."

Wi | e the nation basks in glory over the success of the Commpnweal th
Games and with officials in an orgy of self-congratul ation, perhaps the
time has conme to reassess the weaknesses.

Whet her we have what it takes to stage the A ynpics.

A ynpi ¢ Counci| of Maysia vice-president Datuk Dr P.S. Nathan and
former Mal aysi an AAU deputy president Datuk Dr M Jegat hesan are of the
view that the i ssue needs to be studied

Proper assessnent of the success and pitfalls of the Conmonweal th Ganes
venture nmust be done

Dr Nathan felt a committee should be fornmed to prepare a paper onit.

"Questions need to be asked. What is involved? What it entails to make a
bi d? And the financial risk involved Iike in any other bid?"



He sai d finance, infrastructure, human resource and t he prowess of
at hl etes shoul d be addressed.

The scal e of the Aynpics, says Dr Jegathesan, is three tinmes the
Commonweal t h Ganes.

"W nust be appreciative of the size of the Aynpics."

Al three - nunber of sports, participants and countries - are triple or
quadrupl e at tines.

Sone al so believe that come 2008, nmpst of the existing facilities may be
out dat ed or need serious refurbi shment. Sonme sports may even need new
venues, for exanpl e boxi ng.

Where are we goi ng to house the 15,000 conpetitors? The apartnments used
as the Ganes Village for the Conmonweal th Ganmes have been sold to the
public and new units may have to be built.

Everyone knows bi dding itself has becone an i ndustry of its own,
generating jobs, expenses, |argesse and goodi es.

"And nost of themare not bothered about the outcone," argues Dr
Jegat hesan.

"I'f youinsist inputting a bid, thenit nmust be done with extra care as
huge funds woul d be invol ved."

It isamlti-mllionringgit exercise. Sonme say ganble. But if you
subscri be to Mazl an's argunment, then it nmay be a worthwhil e i nvest nent.
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