17 APR 1998
Li m Econony
MCA CONFI DENT ECONOM C DOWNTURN W LL BE OVER SCON

KOTA BAHARU, April 17 (Bernamm) -- The MCA is confident that the
econom ¢ downturn will be over in the near future, given effective neasures
taken by the governnent and conmmitnment shown by the people, its deputy
presi dent Datuk Lim Ah Lek said today.

He said MCA would continue to intensify efforts to instil |ove for the
country anong the people in supplenmenting governnent's efforts to
rehabi |l ate the econony.

"Covernnent's efforts alone would be ineffective without the full
support of the people,” he told a news conference after opening the general
nmeeting of the Kelantan MCA Liaison Committee here.

Li mwho is al so Human Resources M nister said MCA would hold a cul tural
show progranmre at the end of May to enhance | ove for the country anong the
peopl e.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad woul d | aunch the
programe at the Merdeka Square in Kuala Lunpur.

He said MCA had prior to this organi sed several programes to help
rehabilitate the country's economy through visits to states by MCA and
Chi nese associ ation | eaders, explaining steps taken by the governnment and
what the people should do at the start of the crisis.

The MCA youth al so organi sed "Love Ml aysi a" and "Buy Ml aysi an
Product s" canpai gns whi ch had recei ved encouragi ng response.

Limsaid the party al so had held nine wonmen's gathering participated by
some 60, 000 wonen to explain to them neasures taken to rehabilitate the
econony.

Under the current situation, he said the people should be thrifty in
their expenses and avoi d products whose prices had soared to unrealistic
| evel .

Al so present were MCA vice-president MCA Datuk Chua Jui Meng and MCA
secretary general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh.
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