11 NOV 1998
Li ng- DPM
MCA WELCOVES WHCEVER | S PI CKED DPM SAYS LI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik today said the party wel cones whoever is chosen as the new deputy
prime mnister, stressing that the DPM s appointment is a prerogative of
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"The prime minister is a wi se person and he knows what to do and who to
pi ck and MCA need not advise the prine ninsiter on the appoi ntnent of his
deputy,” he told reporters at his office here.

He was asked whether Dr Mahathir shoul d appoint a new deputy to repl ace
Dat uk Seri Anwar who was di sm ssed | ast Sept 2.

Ling, who is Transport Mnister, said he al so regarded the appoi nt ment
of the deputy prine mnister an Umo affair.

Asked how woul d a | eader be picked shoul d anyt hi ng happen to Dr
Mahat hir, he said Umo woul d have ways to deal with such a situation.

"I think there are ways in which this can be done |ike having a very
qui ck energency neeting and this depends on Umo," he said.

Asked whet her the appointnment of a new deputy prime mnister was
di scussed during today's or past Cabinet neetings, Dr Ling said: "No, as
this is purely Umo's affair.”

"Whoever is picked and sit at the top he is not there to | ead one
fraction of the country, he is there to | ead the whole country. This is the
truth that has energed tinme and tine again," Ling added.
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