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MBC- Roadshows
MDC TO EMBARK ON ROADSHOWNS TO EDUCATE THE PUBLI C

By: R Ravi chandran

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 9 (Bernama) -- The Miltinmedi a Devel opnent Corporation
Sdn Bhd (MDC) will organise a series of educational roadshows throughout
the country to informthe public about the Miltinedia Super Corridor
Project (MsC), its Director-Cient Services Dr Muhammad CGhazie Ismail said

VWhile admtting that the | evel of understandi ng anong the public on the
MSC was still not very high, he said the MDC woul d speak to many | oca
conpani es to nmake these shows successful

Dr Muhammad CGhazie said the forthcom ng MSC I nternational Advisory
Panel neeting here would also help a lot to increase public interest and
awar eness about MsC.

"The 1AP neeting will provide a lot of publicity for the M5C," he told
Bernama in an interview.

Dr Muhammad CGhazie said that many | AP nenbers woul d be hol di ng seni nars
and tal ks during the neeting and this would al so generate interest anong
t he peopl e.

For many Mal aysian the MSC still remains a concept, despite nmany
efforts through adverti senent and canpai gns to educate them by the
government and the fact that as many as 80 conpani es had al ready been
operating with the MSC status .

"It is inmportant to nmake them (people) think that the MSC is no | onger
a concept.Ilt is now on the ground. W need to convey this (nessage) to the
peopl e, " he said.

The MDC is a governing body for the inplenmentation of the MSC project
-- a 750-sq km zone south of here devoted to the devel opnent of
mul ti medi a products and servi ces.

Top international figures in the information technol oy and corporate
worl d woul d participate in the two-day neeting begi nning Thursday and
chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad.

Among them Motorola Inc. Chairman Gary Tooker, Ericsson's President and
CEO Dr Lars Rangvi st, Acer Incorporated Cahirman and CEO Dr Stan Shih and
NEC Chai rman Dr Tadahiro Seki noto

Conmpared to the first neeting at Stanford University in the United
States last year, which was mainly confined to the conmputer conpanies, this
year's meeting would expand to other areas such as tel econmuni cati ons,
software, content devel opnent, animation, post production and film
conpani es.

"I'f you |l ook at the nenbership of 1AP, all of themare competitors in
busi ness. The ability to get themto sit down and di scuss conmon issues
that go beyond their own conpanies' interest will surely contribute to the
gl obal issues,” he added.

On the current econonic problens, he said the MDC did not receive many
reports about MSC conpanies facing difficulties arising fromthis
situation.

Dr Muhanmmad CGhazie said that only a few | ocal conpanies had i nforned
himthat they were facing difficulties in getting credit facilities from
banks and financial institutions.

"At the noment there is not much feedback (from MSC conpani es) facing
difficulties," he said.

"W have said the the M5C shoul d be regarded as a productive sector. So
the financial institutions should support them But we leave it to the
banks (to decide)," he said.



However Dr Miuhanmed Ghazie said that alnpst all the conpanies "were
nmovi ng very fine without any effect of the current econom c and financi al
climate."”

"For international conpanies it is cheaper to invest now. Wile for
| ocal conmpani es they can earn nore foreign exchange with their exports,” he
sai d.

The MSC project is a 750-sq km zone south of Kuala Lunpur devoted to
t he devel opnent of nultinedia products and services. - - BERNAVA
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