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MEC goes for “green' products

Cheah Chor Soo

THE deal struck by Mal aysia El ectric Corporation Bhd with | uxury store
Harr ods owner Mohamad Al Fayed to market the MEC range of hone el ectrica
appl i ances at 25 Harrods outlets worl dw de, including the one to be opened
at the Kual a Lunpur I nternational Airport in Sepang, has i ndeed gi ven t he
Nati onal Electrical Appliances project a great boost.

Trial orders though they may seem the Egyptian-born tycoon, who is the
chairman of Harrods Limted of Knightbridge, has al ready indi cated that
Harrods woul d | i ke MEC t o manuf acture the products under its house brand.

Four consi gnments of MEC appl i ances including rice cookers,
refrigerators, toasters, irons, televisionsets, air-conditioners, water
heat ers, bl enders and cof f ee- maki ng machi nes, had si nce been shipped to
Harrods faned London store.

An el ated Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who visited the
store on Wednesday remar ked:

"I amproud that Ml aysian products will be displayed and sold at this
nost prestigi ous departnment store inthe world."

MEC Bhd began operations in the early 1970s as Superior Products
| ncor por at ed.

It was the first wholly-owned Mal aysi an manufacturer of household
el ectrical appliances which al so served as a reputable Oiginal Equi prent
Manuf acturer for many international brands.

MEC t oday manuf actures el ectrical products that can conpete with
reput abl e brands.

Conmitted to playing a catalytic role, the conpany spurs the devel opnment
of ancillary industries by creating denmand for |ocally-produced raw
materials, parts and conponents.

MEC Bhd hopes to achi eve the 100 per cent mark in | ocal content over the
medi umterm

"Even after this target is achieved, MECwill not give up its role as an
anchor conpany to |l ocal small and nmedi umscal e i ndustries which are
participating in the vendor devel opnent programe initiated by the
Entrepreneur Devel opnent M nistry," said MEC Bhd presi dent and chi ef
executive officer Tan Sri Teong Teck Leng.

As the programme is centred in the MEC City in Ganbang, 25kmfrom
Kuant an, Teong expressed optimsmthat it will spur economic growth inthe
Eastern Corridor of Peninsula Ml aysia.

MEC City, a sophisticated one-stop international trade centre for
| ocal | y-made el ectrical appliances, is a national project jointly
devel oped by t he Pahang State Government (10 per cent), Kual a Lunmpur
I ndustries Hol di ngs Bhd (60 per cent) and Gover nnent - owned Khazanah
Nasi onal Bhd (30 per cent).

The first of its five phases was | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in March | ast year

Cone the year 2000, MEC Bhd targets to chalk up its total production to
RML billion.

To date, it has invested RMBOO million in technol ogy and nmachinery for
its air-conditioner, refrigerator, conpressor, washi ng machi ne, col our
tel evision, fan, fan notor and plastic injection noul di ng operati ons.

"MEC depends on autonati on and conputerisation to ensure its ability to
achieve high levels of quality, efficiency and productivity.

"These have bearing on perfornmance in the international arena while



reduci ng dependence on | abour in certain processes," said Teong.

Inits sprawing factories spanni ng 25. 1ha and built at a cost of RML15
mllion, a sophisticated array of machinery and conputerised testing
equi penent have been set up to ensure that all MEC products neet stringent
qual ity standard.

For exanpl e, automation has been applied in netal fabrication, painting
and assenbly to ensure speed and precision, thus m nimsing variation and
error.

MEC s | atest product, the onelette maker will be | ocal |l y manufactured at
MEC City with the production capacity forecast at about three nmillion
units per year.

Since its launch in Australia in Novenber, about 80,000 units of the
product has been exported.

"Customers can have every confidence in all MEC products which are
envi ronmental -friendly.

"MEC s manuf acturing processes are desi gned to reduce contam nati on and
pol lution. Waste water in our paint shops are recycled and CFCfree
refrigerant is used for all our refrigerators,” stressed Teong.

MEC products are certified by Sirim In Cctober | ast year, MEC Audi o-

Vi sual Sdn Bhd was awar ded | SO 9002 certification.

MEC Puteri Rice cooker has been accredited as the first Made-in- Ml aysi a
conput eri sed cooker by the Mal aysi a Book of Records.

Its primary goal nowis towards achi eving the | SO9001 certification
whi ch conprehensi vel y covers the total package for manufacturing including
product design and R&D.

Currently, MEC has appointed 700 el ectrical and air conditioner deal ers
nati onwi de. The target is to have a total of 1,000 deal ers in Ml aysi a by
April this year.

MEC s foreign markets include Australia, New Zeal and, Canbodi a, Myannar,
Hong Kong, South Africa, Brazil, Venezuela, Chile, the Netherlands,

Bel gi um Cyprus, Bosnia and the M ddl e East, and it recently signed
deal ershi p agreenents w th conpani es i n Yenren and Mongol i a.

Its service centres are now avail able in Myanmar, Vietnam Canbodi a,
United Arab Emrates, Hong Kong and Australi a.

For now, the conpany hopes to manuf acture washi ng machi nes, before
nmovi ng to mi crowave ovens as well as | T, tel ecommuni cati ons, heal t hcare
and of fi ce automati on products.
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