06/ 02/ 1998
MEC shi ps Mal aysian el ectrical itenms to Harrods

Jason Cerald
THE Mal aysi a El ectric Corporation Bhd has shi pped four containers of
el ectrical appliances to faned London store, Harrods.

The I ocal | y-made appl i ances include rice cookers, refrigerators,
toasters, irons, television sets, air-conditioners, water heaters,
bl enders and cof f ee- maki ng nachi nes.

MEC Bhd executive chairman Ong M n Leong said: "The first container
whi ch was sent a few nont hs ago shoul d have reached London while three
nmore contai ners which were sent at the end of | ast year are expected to
reach London soon."

Ong said this to reporters after Mohamad Al Fayed, the chairman of
Harrods Li m ted of Kni ghtsbridge which owns 24 Harrods outl ets worl dwi de,
who was scheduled to visit the MEC pl ant in Ganbang, but had to call off
the visit due to health reasons.

"The initial plan by Al Fayed was to see for hinself the electrica
products that are bei ng manufactured at the MEC pl ant. Al Fayed had al so
pl anned to | ook i nto expandi ng the narketi ng of MEC products in the
i nternational market where an agreenment was signed for the el ectrica
appl i ances nanufactured at MECto be exhibited and sold at all the Harrods
outlets in the world especially in London."

Ong added that the four contai ners of MEC products that had been shi pped
to Harrods were trial orders and Al Fayed had i ndi cated that Harrods woul d
like MECto contract manufacture the products for Harrods under its house
br and.

"So | think when Harrods opens its outlet in KLIA a |lot of Mlaysian
products will be sold there as Al Fayed is also interested in pronoting
the |l ocal | y manufactured products at the outlet."

Furthernore, Ong sai d that Mal aysi an nmade products were reasonably
priced, adding that "we have al so exported MEC products, nmainly in the
formof trial orders, to about 30 countries worl dwi de. Anong the countries
are Australia, New Zeal and, Canbodi a, United Arab Enirates, Kuwait, Qran,
Yenen, Lebanon, Vietnam Manmar, South America, Mngolia, South Africa
and ot her African countries.

Meanwhi | e, Bernama reports that Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khal il Yaakob
who was al so present said Al Fayed coul d not visit the MEC pl ant as
schedul ed as he had devel oped a m grai ne and of fered his apol ogy.

The Menteri Besar said he was informed that the Egyptian-born tycoon was
also interested in long-terminvestnent opportunities in the East Coast
including MECitself.

MEC City is a nodern and sophisticated one-stop international trade
centre for nmmde-in-Ml aysia el ectrical appliances situated on 1,400ha site
at the Ganbang I ndustrial Estate. Jointly devel oped by t he Pahang
Gover nnent (10 per cent), KLIH Hol di ngs (60 per cent) and Khazanah
Nasi onal (30 per cent), the RMA-billion project is to be completed in 10
to 15 years

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | aunched the first of five
phases in March | ast year
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