03 MAR 1998
Moggi e- Y2K
MECHANI SM TO MONI TOR COVPANI ES ON Y2K- MOGG E

KUALA LUMPUR, March 3 (Bernama) -- A nmechanismw !l |ikely be
i ntroduced to check on steps taken by conpanies to tackle the "m Il ennium
bug” or Y2K probl em Energy, Tel ecommunications and Posts M ni ster Datuk
Leo Mbggi e sai d today.

"We may have to think of a mechanismthat will require conpanies to
give certification that they have done work to make sure their systens are
ready for 2000," he told reporters after opening the 20th Asian Integrated
Services Digital Network (1SDN) Council conference here today.

Moggi e al so remi nded all chief executive officers (CEGs) to take the
lead in sorting out the Y2K problemin their organisations.

The Y2K refers to the inability of the computer to read the year "00"
for the year 2000 as the nunerals also represent the year 1900 in the
two-digit system

"I'f the chief executives are not conmmtted to naking sure their network
is properly checked, cone the year 2000 there will be a problem Wat we
are saying is don't leave this question purely to your conputer
programmers.. it has to be at CEO level.. they nmust |ook at the issues,” he
sai d.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad when chairing the sixth
nmeeting of the National Information Technol ogy Council (NI TC) in January.
had expressed concern over the | ack of urgency anong snall and medi um scal e
conpanies in the country in tackling the Y2K probl em

On the NITC Y2K Task Force proposal to set up a Y2K bureau and di shand
the task force, he said he had to check the matter with the NI TC

He said the mnistry also needed to discuss with the NNTCits role and
up to what level the mnistry can get involved in addressing the issue and
to make sure that there would be no duplication of work between both
parties.

"The inportant thing is that the country, industry and gover nnent
agencies are fully prepared with the Y2K i ssues. Sone tines sone
organi sation take it too lightly... then when the year 2000 cones there
will be a problem"” he said.

About 140 people including 69 fromoverseas are attending the five-day
conference to discuss issues on | SDN

On the enphasis that Internet Service Providers (1SP) use the | SDN
technol ogy, he said the objective was to give better services in ternms of
speed and quality.

"I SDN gi ves better service quality to Internet users," he added.
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