01 DEC 1998
Mahat hir - Ai ds
MEDI A PONER CAN HELP PREVENT SPREAD OF Al DS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has called on the nedia to use its power to hel p prevent the spread
of Aids or acquired i mune deficiency syndronmne.

In an enotional speech, he said the nedia's role towards that end coul d
not be quantified particularly by the nunber of people it could educate on
t he danger of Al DS.

"W see these days the power of nmedia and yet in the age of
information, there is not enough information that is as inportant as
prevention,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at the presentation of the Red R bbon Mdia
Awards at the Dorsett Regency hotel at Jalan Inbi here today.

The cerenony, organised by the Ml aysian Al ds Foundation, was in
conjunction with Wrld Aids Day today.

Dr Mahathir said he was saddened that Aids has existed, and in nost
cases, spread throughout the world due to people's ignorance of the
di sease.

"It is distressful that we have to have this function at all, we have
found a di sease that does not exist before," he said.

Rel ating the early days he was studying nedicine, Dr Mahathir said he
was amazed by thousands of diseases that assailed the human popul ati on and
he had thought that there would be no nore new di seases.

"Today it was reported that about 16,000 people will get infected with
H V every day. The unfortunate thing is that Aids spread through
i gnorance, .. if people know about Aids..." Dr Mihathir paused as he tried
to overcone his enotion.

Dr Mahathir said he was glad with the role played by the nedia in
spreadi ng know edge about Aids to the people at | arge and hoped that the
medi a woul d appreciate the Red Ri bbon awards and use its power to do
somet hing charitable.

On the other hand, Dr Mahathir said, the nmulti-cultures of people had
somehow or rather acted against Aids prevention.

"We see in certain cultures where wonmen will not deny the rights of the
husband, etc, and this has contributed to the spread of Aids," he said.

Dr Mahathir said a sinple way of preventing the spread of Aids was
t hrough know edge about the di sease so that people could avoid getting it.

"We who know are quite able to avoid, but those who do not know are
unable to do so," he added.

Earlier, Malaysian Aids Foundation chairman Datin Paduka Mari na
Mahat hir in her speech said currently nmore than 27,000 people in Ml aysia
are reported to be H V-positive and nostly infected when they were young.

"We nust start efforts to equip our young people with the know edge to
protect thenselves fromgetting infected,"” she said.

This year's Wrld Aids Day thene is "Force For Change: Wrld Aids
Canpai gn Wth Young Peopl e".

Mari na then proposed several preventive neasures, including H V/ A ds
education programmes in schools, teen-oriented clubs and in places where
young peopl e neet such as di scot heques and ni ght cl ubs.

"We nust give accurate and truthful information to young people, we
must respect their rights to these kinds of education," she said.

Mari na said Aids has becone a youth-centered epidemc with 50 per cent
of the 33.4 mllion Aids sufferers around the world being in the 10 - 24



years age group.

She said this devel opnent was worri some because the age group was the
nost productive in any country and al ways spear headi ng nati on-bui | di ng
efforts.

"We can already see countries in Africa, |ike Zi nbabwe or Botswana,
where because 25 per cent of adults are already H V-positive, devel opnment
in the country is severely affected.

"Life expectancy in Zinbabwe has been reduced by 22 years to only 41
years because of Aids and other African countries experienced a reduction
in life expectancy of nore than 10 years," she added.
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