30/ 09/ 1998

"Medi a has yet to understand its role and responsibility'

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
toni ght that despite the advancement of information and communication
technol ogy, the nmedia had not fully understood its role, responsibility
and power.

He said al though they clainmed freedomof the Press, they still resorted
to bi ased reporting.

Dr Mahathir cited foreign Press reports that said 150, 000 supporters of
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mdenonstrated at Dataran Merdeka recently when the
actual figure was only about 5, 000.

"If there were 150,000 people, they would have choked," he said, adding
t hat Dat aran Merdeka coul d not accommodat e that many peopl e.

Wth obvious reference made to the foreign Press, Dr Mahathir said their
reports could not be accepted as the truth because they had the tendency
t o exaggerate.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a dial ogue called "Virtual Commonweal th" and
thened " Governance in an | nternetworked Wrld: Towards a d obal Society"

The di al ogue had prom nent | ocal and international personalities
speaking fromsix cities in three different tine zones, discussing issues
of governance in the Information Age.

The Virtual Conmonwealth idea is based on the ideol ogical notion of
pronoting the conmonweal th, or shared prosperity, well-being and wel fare.

It transcends traditional boundaries of nation states and focuses on the
needs of the global community as represented by groups of interests and
convi cti ons.

Dr Mahathir said that due to the exaggeration by the foreign Press about
Mal aysi a, he had begun to doubt the accuracy of their reports filed from
el sewhere.

He said a Mal aysi an Menber of Parliament who recently visited Russia
said the foreign Press there had reported that there was a big
denonstration agai nst President Boris Yeltsin.

"I'n actual fact, they were celebrating the 800th anni versary of Moscow, "
he said, adding that the visuals aired were those of about 10 people who
wer e showi ng pl acards condemming Yeltsin. Dr Mahathir said foreign nedia
mogul s coul d not accept the obvious as the truth

"Malaysia is a nulti-racial country. We don't fight each other. But
certain nedi a experts say al though Ml aysi ans appear to be har noni ous,
underneath there is a terrible strain.

"Cbvi ously, the obvious is not taken as the truth," he said.

The Virtual Conmonwealth nooted by Dr Mahathir at the Miultinedia Asia
'97 conference and exhibition |last year, made its debut on the first day
of MMA '98, at the Pal ace of the Gol den Horses in Sri Kenbangan.

The noderator for the dial ogue was Mal aysia's fornmer pernanent
representative to the United Nations Tan Sri Razali Ismail.

Aside fromDr Mahathir, who represented Asia and devel opi ng nations, the
ot her panellists speaking from Kual a Lunpur were:

* |International Myvenent for a Just Wirld president Dr Chandra Mizaffar,
representing social, cultural and community interests;

* National |IT Council permanent secretary Tengku Datuk Dr Mohd Azzman
Shari f f adeen, representing technol ogy interests; and,

* Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corporation executive chairman Tan Sri Dr
O hman Yeop Abdul | ah, representing the private sector.



The foreign panellists were:

* from Washi ngton DC, World Bank Group vice-president (external and
United Nations affairs) Mark Mall och Brown, representing gl obal
devel opnent interests;

* from Brussels, European Conmi ssion's Conmi ssioner for Industrial
Affairs, I'T and Tel econmruni cations Martin Bangemann, representing Europe;

* from Geneva, UN Conference on Trade and Devel opnment secretary-general
Rubens Ri cupero, representing South Anerica and global trade interests;
and,

* from Canbri dge, Massachusetts, Harvard University's John F. Kennedy
School of Government dean Dr Joseph S. Nye, representing academ a and
North Aneri ca.
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