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Meeting to hel p peopl e better understand the MSC

Rashi d Yusof; Marina Tan

THE whirl of publicity which the second neeting of the International

Advi sory Panel on the Miltinmedi a Super Corridor today and tonorrow wil |
stir, is increasingly seen as an opportunity to make the MSC plain to the
comon peopl e.

Thi s hope was expressed by Mul ti nedi a Devel opnment Cor porati on director
for client services, Dr Muhanmad Ghazie |snail.

Li ke ot hers, he saw having "w zards", conputer nmoguls and strategi st
gur us converge upon Cyberjaya to di scuss whether the MSCis on track, as
al so a neans to hel p peopl e better understand the MSC and everything it
represents.

Thi s has been echoed el sewhere too.

"It (the MSC) is not about technol ogy," said Leong Seng Keat, managi ng
director of Netcard Corporation Sdn Bhd, a MSC-status conpany, attenpting
to reach out to the nasses.

"It is about how people's lives woul d change, about the e-lifestyle," he
sai d.

The 80-odd MSC status conpani es al ready in operation are devel opi ng
products i ncl udi ng sof t ware cust om sed for specific businesses, and t hus
may not be felt by a wi der spectrumof the society.

For instance, the list says a German-owned firmis working on what the
MDC lists as "regional initiative for nultimedia and I T application
desi gn, devel opnment and cust oni sati on, training, education andinformation
content devel opnent”.

One Mal aysian firmis devel oping "Web TV content and software
devel opnent™, another on "digitally-produced dramas, tele-features and
conmput er-ani mated children's TV".

A Japanese firmis conducting "research and devel opnent for the
custom sati on of Japanese software products for Asian markets"”.

Still, as the activities at MSC get into full swi ng, nore of these
products wi Il have an inmpact on consuners.

One such i nnovation al ready known i s the fun of buying novie tickets
fromthe I nternet ki osks that Netcard i ntroduced, accessed by phone card-
l'i ke snart cards.

Wil e the nature of the deliberations in the next 48 hours cannot be
tailored to cal mnerves of everyone wary of technol ogi cal changes, many
will be able to relate to some of the topics discussed.

For the discussions will cover areas |ike e-conmerce and tax
i mplications, a conmon platformfor smart cards, content devel opnent from
Smart schools to universities, and societal effects of the Internet, with
respect to censorship.

O her issues include the convergence of industries (particularly
mul ti medi a and tel ecommuni cations), the possible setting up of an
I nternational Cybercourt of Justice, enforcement of the Digital Signature
Act and t he proposed Mul ti nedi a Convergence Act, to be tabled in
Parliament later this year.

There will al so be a special session on whether the MSCis proceeding in
the right direction, interns of human resource devel opnent, physi cal
infrastructure, aculture of research and devel opnent, and envi ronnent al
concerns.

Those attendi ng the neeting are Dr Stan Shi h, chairman and chi ef
executive of ficer of Acer Incorporated; Arbassador D ana Lady Dougan from



t he Washi ngton-based Centre for Strategic & International Studies; Lester
Al berthal , chairman and chi ef executive officer of EDS Corporation; Prof
WlliamF. MIler of Graduate School of Business, Stanford University.

Robert Madge of Madge Networks; Modtorola Inc chairman Gary Tooker;
former CEO of Nets Inc Ji mManzi; Dr Kenichi Chnae of Chrmae & Associ at es;
chai rman of Silicon Graphics World Trade International Division Bob
Bi shop; Al catel Al sthomchairman and chi ef executive officer Serge
Tchuruk; Ericsson president and chi ef executive officer Dr Lars Rangvi st ;
NEC chai rman Dr Tadahi ro Seki not o; and Lucent Technol ogi es chi ef operating
of fi cer Ben Verwaayan.

This neeting cones after the first held at the Stanford University in
January | ast year. The | AP neeting to be chaired by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, will conprise two sessions, on the MSC
devel opnent and on gl obal market trends in IT.

The role of the AP is to advise the Governnent on strategic issues
related to the MBC, such as infrastructure, policies and cyberl aws,
mar ket i ng and i ncentives, and devel opi ng a donestic i ndustry.

Wiile | ast year's neeting was attended | argely by people fromthe
comput er sector, panelists nowinclude figures fromtel ecommuni cations,
content devel opnent, post-production and filmindustries - for exanple,
Reut ers CEO Pet er Job and Mbdtion Picture Associ ati on of Anerica president
Jack Valenti.

Inline with the ai mof keeping the MSC environnent-friendly - 30 per
cent of Cyberjayais allotted for green space and the city i s supposed to
be free fromtraffic jams and pollution - the | AP menbers will take part
in a tree-planting cerenony.

Three conpani es gi ven MSC status - one |l ocal, one foreign and one | ocal -
foreign joint venture - will brief the panelists on their experience in
translating the concept intoreality.

To drive the point hone, they will be given a helicopter tour for a
bird s eye view of the MSC, a 750km square hub for the devel opnent of
mul ti medi a products and servi ces.

Meanwhi e, watching all these with interest will be the Ml aysi an
public.
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