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SOVETI MES t he greatest of anmbitions, so inprobable at first, can cone true
- for those audaci ous enough to envisionit, that is.

Take the case of the two young Mal aysi ans who were selected to
participate in aninternational student meet in Thail and | ast year. The
annual conference, organi sed by the Harvard Project for Asian and
International Rel ations (HPAIR), seened a perfect avenue to widen their
hori zons and exchange i deas and views anong their peers.

As it turned out, however, one of the intended participants, Shahri man
Locknman, was unabl e to attend. He had been accepted by Universiti Putra
Mal aysi a and had to attend the university's orientation programre i nstead.

So he did what any passive, ungrateful, |ecture-note regurgitating,
uncritical, and unexpressive young Mal aysi an woul d: he e-nuai |l ed Harvard
and wote a proposal to UPM s vice-chancel |l or expl ai ni ng hi s i nprobabl e
wi sh: that the next conference be held in Ml aysia.

The vice-chancel |l or was i mediately smtten with the i dea: an
i nternational conference attended by the top students fromthe world's
best universities, and practically organi sed by and for young peopl e.

The proposal was handed to the university's Al ESEC (the French acronym
for L' Association International e des Etudi ants en Sci ences Econom ques et
Commer ci al es, an i nternational associ ati on of econom cs and conmer ce
students which is probably the world' s | argest student-nmanaged educati on
association.)

Soon after, John Um chairman of HPAIR canme to check out Mal aysia as a
potential venue and t he ambitious young man i nvol ved.

He |i ked Mal aysia and its "insol ent"” young person, but he felt he needed
nore - insolent young people, of course. The International Ml aysia Forum
was roped in.

The I M-, by the way, is the crene-de-la-crenme of Malaysia's
under graduate comunity, a | oose groupi ng of about a hundred of the best
and bri ghtest of Mal aysi an students studying |ocally and abroad, and
spoken hi ghly of by one of the previous year's HPAI R conf erence speakers,
Dati n Paduka Mari na Mahathir.

The host country organi sing commttee (HCOC) was thus formed. Consisting
of UPMs AIESEC and I M-, their task was to formally bid for the
conference, with the full backing of UPMand the Institute of Strategic
and I nternational Studies.

Once the bid was secured, the HCOC woul d have to undertake the
unenvi abl e task of organising the conference, fromstart to finish.

So that's how a bunch of audaci ous young peopl e are now at the hel mof
t he bi ggest international student conference ever to be held in Ml aysi a.

The nunbers are i npressive: distingui shed professors and about 190
students fromthe world's | eading universities with 50 | ocal participants
to boot.

To be officiated by the Prime M nister, the conference, to be held in
Kual a Lunpur at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre fromMay 28-31, al so provides
for dial ogue sessions with not only the worl d's | eadi ng academ cs but the
Prinme Mnister hinmself.

Furt hernore, the conference findings will be presented before regi onal
| eaders at the upcom ng Asia Pacific Rountabl e Conference.

The HPAIR 1998 conference thene, "Asia in Transition: Beyond the
Mracle", mght at first seemforni dable, but stens fromthe queries which



is at the forefront of every young person's m nd nowadays.

Questions like "Ch why can't we get schol arshi ps and j obs because of the
current slunp which is due to so many unsubstanti ated theori es which go as
far as the teh tarik stall"™ can nowgo all the way to a di al ogue session
with the Prime M nister and renowned figures |ike Harvard Prof essors
Jeffry Sachs, Samuel Huntington and Ezra Vogel .

As an added bonus, participants get to argue their views and findi ngs
with the better part of 190 students fromuniversities |ike Yale, Oxford,
and Canbridge - to their heart's content.

"Actual ly, there's nothing new about the choice of topics," said Zarina
Nal | a, a HCOC conmitte nmenber. "The only thing unique about it is that
i nstead of policy-makers and anal ysts, the participants will be students
of the world' s institutions of higher |earning."”

Wi ch | eads to a high probability that one day these participants wll
be the ones in charge of things. According to Shahriman, "with the
diversity of views in inter-governnental relations today, this would be
training for the world's future | eaders to be tolerant of conflicting
vi ewpoi nts. "

Wth the viewthat greater understandi ng and tol erance | eads to | ess
future conflict, the conference al so ainms to conbat anot her nal ai se whi ch
the West seens so incurably afflicted with: the undying belief by a
certain country (located north of Mexi co and south of Canada) that it is
at the centre of the universe.

"Sone of the professors at Harvard and Yal e are ensconced in their
bel i ef that Mal aysia's current econom ¢ probl ens are due to corruption,
cronyi sm nepoti smand poor policies," said Ahmad Zaki Zahi d, co-chairnan
of the HCOC.

"The conference is the perfect opportunity to counter this "tunnel
vision' by presenting our side of the case," he added.

"The assunptions made in the scope of topics presented to the HCOC by
Harvard was condescendi ng, " sai d Shel i na Razal y Wahi, the HCOC s second
co-chariman. "They had a particular bias in their assunptions of the
causes of the current econonic sl owdown, " she added, "and as such, this
woul d be the opportunity to answer our critics."

Imagine that. Acall to arns by a bunch of upstarts barely in their
twenties. Such anbition. Whatever will these insol ent youngsters think of
next: one day taking over the country, perhaps?

* The HPAI R organi sing conmittee wel comes private and corporate
sponsorship for | ocal participants. For enquiries and applications,
contact Shahriman Lockman at 03-2547737, e-mail: noshe@m net.ny, or visit
the I nternational Ml aysia Forumwebsite at http://ww. et hos. com ny
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