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Megat
VEGAT AND RAFI DAH MEET | MPORTERS TOMORROW

TELUK I NTAN, Jan 12 (Bernama) -- The governnent neets inporters
tomorrow to identify only necessary itenms that nerit inportation, Donestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob said.

The nmeeting would al so identify supplier countries which could offer
the items comparatively cheaper, he told reporters after breaking fast at
Kanpung Sungai Kuching, 30 kmfrom here |ast night.

Megat Junid said International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri
Raf i dah Aziz and he would neet the inporters.

He said: "W don't need to inport too much butter, beverages, designer
apparels and furniture which are sonetinmes |eft unsold. This causes
currency immbility since these itens are inported using the US dollar."

The nmeeting woul d enabl e the governnent source inported itens to
cheaper supplier countries |like onions from Thail and and potatoes from
I ndonesi a, he sai d.

Its outcone would be forwarded to the National Economic Action Counci
chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad for further action
in efforts to reduce inportation of unnecessary itens, he said.

Megat Junid al so said that Asean countries were expected to hold
speci al talks soon on intra-Asean trade using |ocal currencies, a nove
whi ch he said would benefit menbers of the regional grouping.

Megat Junid said he was confident that Ml aysia' s neighbours in Asean
woul d be receptive to the proposed schene which could help especially those
whose currenci es had depreci ated steeply agai nst the US doll ar

Asean groups Brunei, Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Mannar, the
Phi i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam -- BERNANVA

RZS rn



	MEGAT AND RAFIDAH MEET IMPORTERS TOMORROW (Bernama 12/01/1998)

