07 SEP 1998
Zahar - Umo
MELAKA' S FI VE UWNO DI VI SI ONS SUPPORT ANVAR S DI SM SSAL

MELAKA, Sept 7 (Bernama) -- Al five Umo divisions in Ml aka support
Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis renmoval fromthe party and the Cabi net, Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin said today.

The Youth and Wanita wings in all five divisions have al so given their
full backing, he said.

Abu Zahar, who is the state Umo |iaison committee chief, said Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad acted agai nst Anwar because of his
former deputy's alleged noral m sconduct.

"Therefore Dr Mahathir did not have any alternative but to take the
drastic action to clean up and save the party, because Umo has all this
whi | e never conprom sed on any form of m sconduct,"” he said.

He told reporters this after a special briefing on current issues at
the Al -Azi mstate nosque which was al so attended by ot her Umo division
chiefs including Deputy Transport Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam

Abu Zahar said Mel aka Umo would hold briefing sessions for grassroots
| eaders on the reasons for Anwar's renoval.

He advi sed Umo nmenbers in the state not to be easily influnced by any
negati ve propoganda or attend gatherings organi sed by others.

Replying to a question, Abu Zahar denied that he was aligned to Anwar
and that the former deputy prine mnister was responsible for his
appoi ntment as chief mnister |ast year.

He said Anwar had only announced his appointnent, and at the time Dr
Mahat hir was on | eave abroad.
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