09 SEP 1998
Mel aka- Mahat hi r
MELAKA ASSEMBLY PASSES EMERGENCY MOTI ON OF SUPPORT FOR DR MAHATHI R

MELAKA, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- The Mel aka Legi sl ative Assenbly today
passed an emergency notion of support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in his efforts to handle current issues in the country.

The notion noved by Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar |snin
(BN-Merlimau) reads " That this august House express full support for Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad as Prime Mnister of Malaysia and for his efforts
to resolve the current political and econom c issues and ensure nati onal
security.”

The nmotion seconded by State Executive Councillor Datuk Gan Boon Leong
(BN-Duyong) was supported by the 21 Barisan Nasional nenbers and opposed by
the t hree DAP assenbl ynen.

Qoposition |l eader in the Mel aka Assenbly Sim Tong H m ( DAP- Bandar
Hlir) said the DAP supported the neasures taken by the Prime Mnister to
overconme the econom c problens facing the country as stated earlier by the
party.

However Dr Mahathir's nove to sack Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mas Deputy
Prime Mnister had to be explained to the general public and hence a
speci al session of Parlianment had to be convened to discuss the renoval of
Anwar, he said.

Abu Zahar when tabling the notion said due to the wi se adm ni stration

of Dr Mahathir the country was still able to withstand the effects of the
econom ¢ sl owdown unli ke many other countries whose econoni es had
col | apsed.

" We do not have to apply for outside | oans and we have tackled the
i ssues in our own way w thout applying other people's nould,” Abu Zahar
sai d.

Abu Zahar said Dr Mahathir's call for action against currency
specul ators was beginning to get international attention.

On Dr Mahathir's nove to dismss Anwar fromthe Cabinet, he said it was
a difficult decision taken in the national interest after careful
consi deration by the Prime Mnister.

"It is certain that the Prime Mnister had snmelt something bad will
occur if he does not take firmaction on the question of sexual
m sconduct,” he said.

The question of sexual m sconduct could not be taken lightly and to
uphol d the adnmi nistration's clean inmage there could be no conpromise in
this matter, the Chief Mnister added.

Gan said that in 17 years of |eadership Dr Mahathir had practised high
noral s and di spl ayed nobl e qualities and dignity.

" The Prine Mnister has held steadfastly to the principle of being
clean, efficient and trustworthy," he said.
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